
Are you considering development on a lot in Wilson Rise?
There are several important factors to consider:  

Sloping land
Potential for perched water tables/ 

      subsurface flow
Site classif ication 

WILSON RISE
 DEVELOPMENT INFORMATION



SLOPING LAND

Wilson Rise has been subdivided in a fashion that largely retains the
natural topography, consistent with the recommendations of the
Shire’s Local Planning Strategy and the Residential Design Codes of WA
(R-Codes). When developing sloping land the R-Codes have the
following ‘design principles’ related to site works:

P7.1 Development that considers and responds to the natural
features of the site and requires minimal excavation/fill.

P7.2 Where excavation/fill is necessary, all finished levels
respecting the natural ground level at the lot boundary of
the site and as viewed from the street.

P7.3 Retaining walls that result in land which can be effectively
used for the benefit of residents and do not detrimentally
affect adjoining properties and are designed, engineered
and landscaped having due regard to clause 5.4.1 (privacy).

Example: 
Partial two-
storey house
using the 
topography
to advantage



Example:
Build up 
beneath
footprint 
of house

The R-Codes have explanatory text, which strongly encourage:

A copy of the R-Codes explanatory text is attached.

Avoiding major interference with the natural site levels; 

Housing design which proposes extensive excavation, fill and re-
contouring of a site, without regard to neighbouring properties
and their amenity, should not be supported. 

Sloping sites call for skilful and site-sensitive design to make the
best of the natural terrain, in turn resulting in diversity of housing
styles and a sense of place and neighbourhood identity. 

Where a building cannot be designed to correspond to the
natural topography, the result is often retaining walls that are
visually prominent. The design of these walls should minimise
their height and length through terracing and articulation.
Materials should be selected for the walls that are visually
interesting and integrated into the surrounding landscape. 



Example: Under-croft garaging, house above

Essentially, the Shire of Denmark will be seeking development that:

01 Steps down with the natural topography or
utilises partial stump/ pole construction to limit
modifications to the natural ground level. 

03 Any necessary retaining should use terracing and
landscaping to soften its appearance. 

02 Where excavation/fill is necessary, all finished levels
respecting the natural ground level at the lot boundary
of the site and as viewed from the street.

04 The Shire is highly unlikely to support large
retaining walls in front setback areas.



Example:
Retaining
back within
the property -
mixture
of batter and 
retaining

Example:
Split
building
levels

Example:
Retaining,
terraced 
and
landscaped 
where
necessary



POTENTIAL FOR PERCHED 
WATER TABLES
The soil profile in Wilson Rise can lead to perched water
tables in the winter months. The Shire will require sub-
surface drainage to be installed on the high side of the
property, connected to the drainage lot connection pit
provided with each property.

SITE CLASSIFICATION 
The subdivision Geotechnical report indicates that lots
within the subdivision are highly likely to have a site
classification of Class S to Class E depending upon the
thickness of in-situ gravel overlying clay. Landowners are
encouraged to undertake site classification with an
accredited engineer early in the design process as there
may be ramifications for fill and footing requirements.



GET IN TOUCH
The Shire’s planning team is available to assist with
any enquiries you may have. 

info@denmark.wa.gov.au

(08) 9848 0300

www.shireofdenmark.com

953 South Coast Highway
Denmark WA 6333

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION
REQUIREMENTS
In addition to the Shire’s requirements for Development
Applications, a R-Codes Vol. 1 - Part B Assessment Template
must be submitted with justification for any variation
against the Design Principles in the R-Codes.  Adequate
information that informs the R-Code assessment should be
shown on plans such as:

building heights from natural ground level
calculations of floor area
site coverage and outdoor living area
visual privacy (cone of vision)
overshadowing diagram
nominated tree planting area

There are two planning policies which vary some of the 
R-Codes requirements that should be considered as part 
of the assessment:

Policy # 49 - Ancillary Dwellings & Detached Habitable
Rooms
Policy # 13 - Outbuilding & Rainwater Tank

https://www.wa.gov.au/government/document-collections/residential-design-codes-volume-1-including-medium-density
https://www.denmark.wa.gov.au/documents/11077/policy-no-49-ancillary-dwellings-and-detached-habitable-rooms
https://www.denmark.wa.gov.au/documents/11077/policy-no-49-ancillary-dwellings-and-detached-habitable-rooms
https://www.denmark.wa.gov.au/documents/11076/policy-no-13-outbuildings-and-water-tanks
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