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DISCLAIMER 

These minutes and resolutions are subject to confirmation by the Committee and therefore prior to 
relying on them, one should refer to the subsequent meeting of the Committee with respect to 
their accuracy. 
 
No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Denmark for any act, omission 
or statement or intimation occurring during Council/Committee meetings or during formal/informal 
conversations with staff. 
 
The Shire of Denmark disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever and howsoever caused arising 
out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such act, omission or statement or intimation 
occurring during Council/Committee meetings or discussions. Any person or legal entity who acts or 
fails to act in reliance upon any statement does so at that person’s or legal entity’s own risk. 
 
In particular and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer above, in any discussion 
regarding any planning application or application for a license, any statement or limitation or approval 
made by a member or officer of the Shire of Denmark during the course of any meeting is not 
intended to be and is not taken as notice of approval from the Shire of Denmark. The Shire of Denmark 
warns that anyone who has an application lodged with the Shire of Denmark must obtain and should 
only rely on WRITTEN CONFIRMATION of the outcome of the application, and any conditions 
attaching to the decision made by the Shire of Denmark in respect of the application. 
  



Local Emergency Management Committee                                                                                                                                                17th August 2020 

3 

 

 
1. DECLARATION OF OPENING / WELCOME AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

   
The Presiding Person opened the meeting at 4:02pm 
 
Cr Mark Allen acknowledged the land on which the meeting was being held and the traditional 
custodians of the land, the Bibbulmun and Minang people.  Cr Ceinwen Gearon stated that she 
would also like to show her respect for elder’s past, present and emerging.  
 
Cr Mark Allen thanked the members of the committee on behalf of the councillors for their 
efforts during COVID19 and the amazing body of work and community support that had come 
from the committee and asked for the thanks to be passed on to their respective groups and 
staff. 

 
2. RECORD OF ATTENDANCE/APOLOGIES/APPROVED LEAVE OF ABSENCE 
 

MEMBERS: 
Cr Mark Allen    Council Representative  
Mr Paul Moore     Denmark Police, Senior Constable 
Mr Dave Murphy   Walpole Police, Officer in Charge 
Mr Adam Smith    DFES, District Emergency Management Advisor 
Mr Brian Vigus     Peaceful Bay Marine Rescue 
Mr Lee Shelley    Denmark Volunteer Fire and Rescue 
Mr Martin Norwood   Denmark Surf Lifesaving 
Mr Wes Bailye    DFES, Area Officer 
Mr David Rae  St. John Ambulance Community Paramedic 
Ms Julie Hollingworth   Denmark Health Service 
Mr Lez Baines    Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 
 

 
 STAFF:      (non voting) 
Ms Melanie Haymont   Bushfire Risk Planning Coordinator 
Mrs Angela Simpson   Shire of Denmark Manager Community Services 
Mrs Charmaine Shelley  Senior Ranger 
Mr Scott Medhurst   Community Emergency Services Manager 
 

 
APOLOGIES: 
Mr Neville Blackburn    Department of Communities 
Cr Ceinwen Gearon    Shire President & Presiding Person 
Mr Matt Hartfield    Denmark Police, Officer in Charge 
Ms Belinda Dufall   DPIRD, Senior Biosecurity Officer 
Mr Alex Williams   Wapole Marine Rescue 
Mr James Anderson    Denmark State Emergency Service 
TBA     Walpole State Emergency Service  
Mr Wes Bailye    DFES, Area Officer 
Ms Nikki Rouse    Department of Biodiversity, Conservation & Attractions 
Ms Marnita Sletten   SilverChain Walpole 
Mr Peter Mather   Denmark Marine Rescue 
Ms Dennis Hall    Chairperson St John Ambulance Walpole/Nornalup 
Ms Marion Macdougall   St. John Ambulance, Denmark 
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3. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE PERSON PRESIDING 

 
Cr Mark Allen thanked the members of the committee on behalf of the councillors for their 
efforts during COVID19 and the amazing body of work and community support that had come 
from the committee and asked for the thanks to be passed on to their respective groups and 
staff. 
 

4. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
 
4.1 MINUTES OF THE LOCAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  
  

 
5. REPORTS 

 
5.1 WA POLICE 

  Snr Constable Paul Moore (Denmark) reported on the following: 

 Isolation/Curfew Checks 

 Policing still under direction of Emergency Coordinator 

 Increase in DUI type offences in Denmark 

 COVID Social Distancing measures and planning for potential second wave 
 

Sgt Dave Murphy (Walpole) introduced himself to the Committee and reported on the 
following: 

 Similar to Denmark re COVID 

 Emergency Services Inter Agency Communication 

 Local area familiarisation 
  

5.2 DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITIES 
  Nil  
                                                                                                                                                                          
 5.3 DEPARTMENT OF FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 
  Mr Adam Smith Reported on the following 

 SEMC/DEMC Meetings still covering COVID but transitioning to normal 
rhythms 

 OASG Still meeting fortnightly 

 Disaster Resilience Forum to be held at Denmark CRC 

 LEMA Updates for School Bus Providers and Mapping 
  

5.4 DEPARTMENT OF BIODIVERSITY, CONSERVATION AND ATTRACTIONS 
  Nil 
 
 
5.5  DEPARTMENT OF PRIMARY INDUSTRIES AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
  Mrs Belinda Dufall provided the attached report.  
 

OFFICER DECISION ITEM 4.1 
Moved:  Nil                                                                                                     Seconded:  Nil 
That the minutes of the Local Emergency Management Committee held on the  
29th June 2020, be confirmed as a true and correct record of the proceedings. 
 
Carried: DEFERRED 
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5.6 DENMARK HEALTH SERVICE  
  Ms Julie Hollingworth reported on the following: 

 Denmark Hospital remains a NON COVID site 

 Hospital and Staff currently receive regular clinical updates 

 Investigating options to install an isolation facility at Denmark Hospital 

 Regular exercises/scenarios around preparedness for a potential second 
outbreak 
 

5.7 DENMARK SES  
Nil 

 
5.8 DENMARK SURF LIFE SAVING 

Mr Martin Norwood introduced himself and reported on the following: 

 COVID Practices up to date as per SLSWA/Government Regulations 

 6 Jetski Operators trained to assist with SAR operations and seeking funding 
for replacement Jetski 

 Interagency communications WAPOL/Marine Rescue resolved 
 

5.9 ST JOHN AMBULANCE 
  Mr David Rae reported on the following: 

 Constantly maintaining awareness to COVID with volunteers 

 PPE/PPC stocks are good and improving 

 SJA have provided staff to Victoria to support operations 

 Volunteer numbers are good 

 Sub Centre workload currently lower than normal through this period 
   
5.10 SILVERCHAIN WALPOLE 
  Nil 
 
5.11 CHIEF BUSH FIRE CONTROL OFFICER 
  Mr Lez Baines provided the following report: 
 

Incidents since the last report are few, thankfully, with only a request to assist VFRS 

with a structural fire in Kordabup. 
 

I have been nominated once again as Chief Bush Fire Control Officer for the next 

year. This year we have nominated 2 Deputies,  Bryce Edwards once again and Nigel 

Marsh who is a Mount Lindsay officer. The choice of two Deputies was made not only 

to spread the work load off Bryce and myself, but also to try to encourage and train 

interested personnel. Hopefully putting into place a succession plan of incoming Bush 

Fire Command Officers. Brigade training is now taking place again although 

members need to be reminded to keep social distancing at all times. 

 

The recent Mitigation meetings are very valuable and some interesting comments have 

been put forward. It was suggested to myself that the Shire should look into installing 

a sprinkler system underneath the Denmark bridge to ensure its safety in the time of 

an Emergency. 

I would support this strongly as should the need arise then a stand alone pump could 

draw water from the river to activate the sprinkler system with no personnel being 

required. Whilst the event of losing the bridge to a Wild Fire is only a slim possibility 

should Denmark have a catastrophic incident then the bridge would be a vital 

component in the recovery phase.  
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DFES have now successfully run the first Burn Smart meeting which was well 

attended with another meeting taking place this coming Sunday at 9am at the Ocean 

Beach Fire shed. 

The aim is for the Denmark Bush Fire Ready Facilitators to eventually run these 

workshops. 

 

Whilst I know that the Shire is actively pursuing Telstra there has still been no action 

taken by Telstra over the failing to comply with the Fire Management notice on the 

communications tower located on Mohr Drive in Mount Shadforth. Given that this 

tower is Critical Infrastructure is there any avenues the committee can take to assist in 

obtaining compliance. 

   
Ms Melanie Haymont responded to the question regarding the South Coast Highway bridge 
and associated infrastructure. She is aware of a similar project undertaken by Main Roads and 
will investigate it further and discuss with Main Roads. 
 
Ms Angela Simpson and Mrs Charmaine Shelley responded to the question regarding the Mohr 
Drive Tower, an update was provided as to where the issues associated with this property lie 
and actions taken to date. The Shire of Denmark Rangers will work with the DFES District 
Emergency Management Advisor to liaise with Telstra to ensure appropriate outcomes and 
compliance. 

 
5.12 VOLUNTEER FIRE & RESCUE  
  Mr Lee Shelley submitted the following report: 

 Workload on par for this time of year 

 Volunteer Numbers are good with a lot of training being completed this year 

 Great Interservice Communications with other Brigades, Groups and Units 
within the Shire when assisting each other at incidents 

 
5.13 MARINE RESCUE  

  Mr Brian Vigus Marine Rescue Peaceful Bay reported on the following: 

 COVID has seen some changes to how they operate at their HQ 

 Response workload has been low this year 
 
Walpole and Denmark: 
Nil 

  
6. BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES 

Nil 
 

7. GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
7.1 BUSHFIRE RISK PLANNING COORDINATOR  
  Ms Melanie Haymont provided an update on the following: 

 Bushfire Resilience in the Great Southern, Community Meetings and 
Presentations within the Shire 

 Fire Wise Garden Public Space and Opening 

 Bushfire Ready Groups and Community Events  
 
Committee discussion took place around Bushfire Ready and commended all persons involved 
with the initiative in From Volunteers, Staff and the Community. The commitment from the 
Shire of Denmark to support Bushfire Ready with a financial contribution was also 
acknowledged. 
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7.2  MANAGER COMMUNITY SERVICES 
 Ms Angela Simpson provided an update on the following: 

 Denmark Community Foundation – Lotterywest funding to support displaced 
or disadvantaged persons within Denmark with Food and Accommodation 

 Shire of Denmark pandemic response plan and Critical Staff Matrix should a 
second wave occur within Denmark 

 Shire of Denmark Preparedness and Planning for Bush Fire Season 
             

Committee discussion took place surrounding the requirements for exercises and 
familiarisation of Volunteers and Staff in the incident control room. Mr Lez Baines and Mr 
Scott Medhurst will work together regarding the incident room and Mr Adam Smith will assist 
with some desktop exercises surrounding evacuations and incidents.  
 
Mr Scott Medhurst will invite the Denmark Community Foundation to provide a presentation 
and the next normal meeting of the Shire of Denmark Local Emergency Management 
Committee. 
 

 
7.3 OFFICER IN CHARGE WALPOLE POLICE 

Sgt Dave Murphy raised the question regarding interagency communications within 
the Shire and what the current processes and structure was. Committee discussion 
took place around current practices and what was in place with the outcome being 
that emergency communications between services and agencies within the Shire of 
Denmark are currently outstanding. Sgt Murphy and Mr Scott Medhurst to have 
further discussions out of session regarding options in this space. 

 
8. NEXT MEETING 

 
A Special Meeting of the Local Emergency Management Committee is scheduled for Monday 
14th September 2020 in the Shire of Denmark Council Chambers,  
953 South Coast Highway, Denmark, commencing at 4.00pm.  
 

9. CLOSURE OF MEETING 
  

There being no further business the Presiding Person closed the meeting at 1725hrs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
These minutes were confirmed at the meeting of the   
 
 
 Signed:   
 

   (Presiding Person at the meeting at which the minutes were confirmed.) 
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Biosecurity Incidents and Responses – Update 

Queensland Fruit Fly (Qfly) - DPIRD continues to respond to Qfly operations within Dalkeith and surrounding suburbs since Mar 2020. Eradication 
and surveillance activities will be managed in accordance with the National Fruit Fly Management Protocol.  

Brown Marmorated Stink Bug (BMSB) continues to focus on surveillance under National arrangements. Ongoing surveillance activities are focussed 
on transportation hubs within the wider Perth Metropolitan area eg. Kewdale, Welshpool, Fremantle etc.   

Browsing Ant response has transition to a National program, DPIRD activities are focussed on surveillance to verify eradication across the State.  

Red Imported Fire Ant (RIFA) response has transition to a National program, surveillance activities are focused on establishing ‘Proof of Freedom’ to 

prove the pest has been eradicated.  

Ehrlichia canis (Ehrlichiosis) DPIRD is conducting surveillance for the disease and has conditions on dogs moving out of northern WA to reduce the 
risk of the disease spreading to southern WA.  

Additional information on these pests are available at www.agric.wa.gov.au. 

National Biosecurity Responses of Interest 
 
DPIRD is currently monitoring Avian Influenza responses in Victoria due to potential market access impacts for WA produces. Refer 
https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/biosecurity/animal-diseases/poultry-diseases/avian-influenza-bird-flu for further information. 
 
Preparedness Activities 
 
DPIRD has commenced reviewing Departmental preparedness policy, procedures and training, to include confirmation of DPIRD DEMC/LEMC 
representatives for the 2020 / 2021 Natural Hazard season. 
 
 
 

 

Exercise or Event Schedule until end of financial year. 

Agency Dates Exercise/Event Learning Outcomes 

N/A    
 


