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SCHEDULE OF SUBMISSIONS: PROPOSED HOLIDAY HOME (LARGE) – No. 74 (Lot 119) MacPherson Drive, Nornalup (2019/105; A2470) 

Submission 
Number 

Name & Address  Verbatim Submission  Planning Services Comment 

S1 Phil Burch 
Catherine Scott 
68 MacPherson Drive 
Nornalup 6333 
 
Details omitted as 
per Council Policy 

We are writing to object to the proposal for the following reasons. 
 
Firstly, our decision to move to and retire in Nornalup was made due to its location, peace and tranquillity, 
something that is getting harder and harder to find in the modern world. 
 
The applicant’s decision to request that the existing property is to be used as a holiday accommodation will 
impact us in the following ways: 
 
Increased traffic volume and noise particularly if the home is occupied by 8 people.  
 
Increased noise from the property (visitors will have little or no respect for the neighbours or the resident 
wildlife, as they are visiting the area).  We, the occupants of the property bordering the proposed Holiday 
accommodation no not want music and celebrations during peak holiday times or come to that any time, we 
chose the lifestyle and do not want it destroyed.  We enjoy the visiting wildlife which may be scared away with 
additional movements in the area.  There is little enough area for the native animals as it is. 
 
The subdivision on Macpherson Drive as you will know is open with no fixed solid fencing on any of the 
properties and this does raise security concerns, with the potential for visiting people to walk onto our 
property as has happened on occasions.  The potential for this occurring with an adjoining holiday home is 
vastly increased. At this point in time, we and our neighbours enjoy an environment where we can leave our 
doors unlocked and our property outside with no fear of anything going missing. (Note: Personal information 
has been redacted. Should Council require a full copy of the submission this can be provided upon request) 
 
The aforementioned lack of fencing will cause issues for adjoining properties with visiting pets straying onto 
our property. The fences here are post and wire and allow for native wildlife to move freely between blocks 
but will also allow pets and children to roam. 
 
The potential for rubbish accumulation in the area is also a concern. You will know from experience that 
during peak holiday period, rubbish is discarded on road verges and the concern for the environment from 
visitors is less than for residents of the area. Overflowing bins will cause havoc for the local wildlife and our 
beautiful pristine area. 
 
We believe having a large holiday home adjacent to our property will cause a drop in the value of our home. 
The home as an asset is vital and any drop in value is concerning to any homeowner.  
 
There was no mention of the owners intention to use the house as holiday accommodation when it was being 
built. The builder had made no provision for power or water and we happily assisted with this believing that a 
good relationship with our visiting neighbours was essential. If we had known this was to be holiday                                       
accommodation, we may not have provided this assistance to number 74. 
 

 

Policy 19.5 stipulates that 
speculation relating to potential 
behaviour of guests does not 
represent a valid ground for 
refusal. 
 
Issues relating to the potential for 
noise, trespass and impacts upon 
wildlife can equally apply 
whether the property is occupied 
by owners, long term renters or 
short term holiday rentals. The 
Holiday Home approval process 
provides a mechanism by which 
such impacts can be controlled 
and monitored with recourse 
through the Property Manager 
and the Shire’s compliance 
process should the Code of 
Conduct be breached. 
 
The Holiday Home is not likely to 
generate any greater traffic than 
that which could otherwise occur 
if the property were permanently 
occupied, noting that the 
property would be unlikely to be 
tenanted all of the time. 
 
Fencing is a matter for private 
landholders to consider as per 
the Dividing Fences Act 1961 and 
the Shire of Denmark Local Laws 
Relating to Fencing. To address 
concerns that have been raised 
relating to fencing the applicant 
has proposed to undertake 
additional landscape planting 
along the rear property boundary 



and to preclude guests with pets, 
both of which are included in the 
draft schedule of conditions.  
 
The property is serviced by the 
Shire’s kerbside rubbish 
collection service. As per the 
Property Management Plan, the 
Property Manager will be 
responsible for ensuring that  
rubbish and recycling bins are put 
out and collected and that the 
premises are clean and 
maintained to a high standard.  

 

S2 JL Watson 
PO Box 289 
WALPOLE  6398 
 
Details omitted as 
per Council Policy 

I am commenting as a resident and ratepayer of Macpherson Drive for 14 years.  
I wish to comment on three points raised in your letter.  
 
Number one is the impression given of a “done deal” – ie. “there is no obligation from the Shire of Denmark to 
refuse such a proposal. Whatever the community submissions.  
 
Number two is the advice that reflecting upon behaviour of proposed occupants is not a valid point.  
 
Number three . Allowing a commercial venture in this quiet residential street, has the potential to change the 
amenity and reasonable expectations from residents, of a quiet rural lifestyle.  
 
Number One: I am disappointed that the Shire have declared that the wishes of their ratepayers will be given 
very little respect, during council deliberations.  Disappointing, as these issues impact greatly upon the quality 
of life and every day life style of residents. Residents, like myself who have bought our home here in                                      
good faith, observing the existing environment, never expecting the precedent of having commercial ventures 
next door.  
 
It seems that the Shire look very favourably upon proposals which involve tourists whilst ignoring those of us 
who have bought our home here ie. we contribute to the community and therefore the Denmark Shire - 
EVERY DAY> A very cynical exercise to extend to adjoining land owners, the opportunity to comment, and then 
state clearly that their comments will not be considered.  
 
Number Two: I would expect that considering the conduct etc of future occupants of a commercial venture 
would feature high on the list when considering a commercial proposal.  
 
For  example: Looking at the proximity of the proposed holiday house to the other homes in this area, it would 
not be reasonable to expect from a holiday house sleeping 8 people:  
*24hr increased noise: * 24 hr increase in vehicles coming and going: * visual pollution from house lighting 
and traffic. * incidence of pets straying: * children wandering (safely).  
 

Policy 19.5 outlines those matters 
that are to be considered as part 
of the assessment of all Holiday 
Home applications. It does not 
nominate preferred areas for 
Holiday Homes or preclude 
Holiday Homes within Nornalup.  
 
Submissions were sought from 
adjacent residents in accordance 
with the requirements of TPS 
No.3 and Policy 19.5 so as to 
inform the Shire’s assessment, 
provide an opportunity for any 
concerns to be addressed and for 
appropriate conditions to be 
applied.  
 
The policy does not allow for 
assumptions regarding the 
potential behaviour of occupants 
to be taken into account as they 
are generally speculative, cannot 
be substantiated and would not 
represent valid grounds for 
refusal.  
 
In the event that the application 
is approved contact details of the 
relevant Property Manager are 



So I would hope the Shire will immediately amend this stipulation, and even extend the conditions of 
behaviour and activities of occupants, to priority status.  
 
# There was no mention of this house becoming a commercial venture as it was being built.  
 
During the building of this house I suffered a year of almost unbearable impact upon my daily living. From the 
daily roar of huge machinery, to my drive being continually ploughed and blocked by these machines. Finally, I 
was forced to pay heavily for a new drive so as to be able to even access my home.  
 
The many, many discussions regarding my inability to leave my property were always with the builder. I never 
once complained to the owner, in the interests of future good neighbour relationships. There would be, I 
thought, the owners and their families.  
 
Now I see there will be no end to the intrusions and impact upon my quality of life.  
 
Number Three: This subdivision was intended to be a RESIDENTIAL subdivision.  
Buying a property here, implied a special type of living, a natural environment of some seclusion and peaceful 
amenity.  
 
The Shire intention to now approve of a Commercial venture, will, obviously, change the area from 
“residential” to “commercial”. And, just as obviously, change the valid expectations of present residents’ that 
their life will not be impacted by the arrival of Shire approved commercial ventures. 
 
    •   I don’t want a large holiday home next to me.  
    •   I don’t want commercial ventures in this quiet residential street.  
    •   I want the Denmark Shire to look after the people who wish to make their home here, those who 
contribute to their community and respect their neighbours.  
 
And I want the Shire to consider more sensitively, the impact upon ordinary, ratepaying, community building 
residents, before giving priority to any project which yells “tourist”.   

made available to all landowners 
that were consulted as part of 
the development application 
should issues arise with 
management of the property or 
tenant behaviour. Complaints can 
also be reported to the Shire for 
investigation, noting that the 
approval (if granted) would be for 
an initial 12 month period to 
provide an opportunity for 
further review.   
 
Holiday Homes do not represent 
a permanent change from the 
primary residential use, being 
subject to ongoing renewal, 
initially within the first 12 months 
and then every 3 years 
thereafter.  

 



 
 
 
 
3rd of October 2019. 
 
Jasmine Tothill 
Senior Town Planner,  
Shire of Denmark, PO Box 183, Denmark WA 6333 
Phone: (08) 9848 0315        
 
Via Email: Planner3@denmark.wa.gov.au  
 
RE: Lot 74 Macpherson Drive, Nornalup Application for approval as a 
Holiday Home  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide additional information in relation to 
this application.  
 
By way of background, this block was purchased over 10 years ago and the 
decision to build was not taken lightly. We utlised a local builder and many 
local tradespersons to construct a fine holiday house adding to the local 
economy. In the planning process we researched the requirements for holiday 
home zoning to ensure our property was compliant. We respect the sentiment 
of residents not wanting change or increased numbers of people occupying 
what was a previously vacant site. 
  
As professionals with young children we are unfortunately not in a current 
position to reside permanently in this beautiful part of the world however, we 
elected to build a quality holiday home primarily for family, friends and a small 
community of high end short stay tenants who will abide to our strict code of 
conduct.  
 
Regarding concerns about noise – we are cognisant that whilst having 7 
children between us human noise is inevitable and the only property with no 
noise is an empty one. We will not however, tolerate antisocial behavior and 
excessive noise. There will be no sound systems available on the property so 
any music will be from small portable devices. The property windows are 
double glazed for both insulation and noise mitigation. The property is at the 
front part of a 2000 square metre block with significant clear space from rear 
properties. This coupled with a strict code of conduct enforcing no noise after 
10pm Friday and Saturday and 9pm Sunday through Thursday will manage 
this concern. The designated property manager will be available to take 
phone calls relating to any concerns.  
 
Regarding concerns about pets – we have a no pet policy for the house and 
will make this clear to any potential tenants as well as updating our code of 
conduct to reflect this.  
 



Regarding concerns about the boundary. With a no pet policy there will be no 
wandering of animals however, we have spoken to our rear neighbors’ and 
will be planting shrubs at the eastern border of the property to aid privacy and 
further delineate the property border. The northern, southern and western 
boundaries are clearly marked by the driveway and road. If it is deemed that 
fencing is required we would be happy to consider this.  
 
Regarding rubbish. We are mindful of this concern and between the property 
manager and the cleaner we will ensure that this does not become and issue.  
 
To reiterate this is a beautiful holiday home designed for our family and 
friends but we request the formal flexibility within the existing framework of 
council regulations to offer a high-end rental property on occasions we deem 
appropriate as a number of other local properties already do. This will add to 
the local economy and although we are cognisant of the concerns of some 
local residents we are confident that with a strict code of conduct and 
excellent property management the impact will be minimized. We hope to 
maintain good relations with our fellow Nornalup landowners. 
 
We would be happy to provide any further information with regard to this 
application as required. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
Dr Paul Armanasco   Dr Claire Armanasco  Dr Peter Ricciardo 
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Street front/ southern side elevation 

Shire of Denmark 



 
Existing shared crossover 

 
Portion of shared driveway 
 



 
New concrete driveway servicing the existing residence – view towards Macpherson 
Drive 

 
Rear Parking Area 



 

 
Front Parking Area 

 
Battleaxe driveway (servicing Lots 121 and 120) defining northern boundary of subject 
property.  
 



 
Driveway defining boundary to adjacent property to south. 

 
View from rear parking area towards adjacent residence to south.  



 

 
Rear of subject property showing existing peppermint trees/ area proposed for 
additional planting.  
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