
FACT SHEET 2: 
Environmental, Aboriginal 
Heritage and Engineering 
Report Summaries
Background:
The Denmark East Development 
Precinct project is a major component 
of the Shire’s long term plan to revitalise 
Denmark’s Central Business District. 
The Shire, as part of its overall traffic 
management planning for the town, 
plans to reinstate and upgrade a previous 
bridge crossing over the Denmark River to 
connect Scotsdale Road to the Denmark 
– Mt Barker Road.  
As part of the background investigations 
to develop the road, intersection 
amendments, and the reinstatement 
of a second bridge, a number of 
key consultant reports have been 
commissioned. These include: 
• An Aboriginal Heritage Report 

(Brad Goode & Assoc.)
• Flora and Fauna Study 

(GHD Environmental)
• Engineering Investigations; and  

(GHD Engineering)
• Arbor Report 

(Arbor Guy)
A copy of each of the reports is available 
on the Shire of Denmark website and hard 
copies are available at the Shire Offices.
A summary of the key findings of each of 
the reports is outlined in this fact sheet.

Key Summaries
Aboriginal Heritage Findings: 

In July 2016 anthropologists met with 
elders for the Minang and Bibulmun 
people. A report was subsequently 
produced outlining the input. The key 
findings of the report are outlined below.
The Wagyl Kaip Traditional Owners have 
decided:
• They have no objection to a bridge 

crossing of Denmark River;
• They support a Section 18 application 

under the Heritage Act being lodged;
• All options for a bridge crossing equally 

affect the cultural significance of the 
river; (see Fact Sheet 4);

• Options 3B and 3E are preferred for 
social & environmental reasons; (see 
Fact Sheet 4);

• No pylons be placed in the river to 
restrict the movement of the Wagyl;

• Request that the abutments for the 
bridge to be set back as far as possible 
from river.

The elders for the Minang and Bibulmun 
people have requested:
• The bridge be named “Kwoorabup” 

and the walking trail be retained.
• Clearing be kept to a minimum, with 

cockatoo habitat/nesting sites avoided
• Pollution and siltation of the river be 

managed.

Flora Findings:

In August 2016 Flora and Fauna 
investigations were undertaken by 
environmental firm GHD. 

The flora findings included:
• Of the 45ha of land surveyed, 

approximately 30ha contained 
vegetation in good to excellent 
condition;

• 10 vegetation types were identified in 
study area; 

• No EPBC Act listed “threatened 
ecological communities” or state 
“priority ecological communities” or 
“conservation significant” flora were 
recorded within the site.

• An orchid, a priority flora 4 species 
was found in the Eastern section. The 
suggested road alignments will not 
affect the habitat of this orchid.

• Arborist has examined the Riverbend 
Lane Karri and reported termite 
damage constitutes a large cross 
section of the tree trunk and there is a 
significant chance the tree will fall due 
to fracture of the lower trunk.

Fauna Findings:

The fauna findings that have been 
identified include:
• Nine fauna habitat types were 

recorded (the largest of these being 
the Karri, Marri and Peppermint forest 
habitats which occupy 20ha of the 45 
ha studied).

• Quenda and Southern Brush-Tailed 
Phascogale were found within the 
investigation area. Further surveys 
were undertaken to identify the  
habitat ranges.

• 41ha of cockatoo foraging habitat 
found in study area with 902 potential 
breeding trees recorded in study  
area (13 with evidence of black 
cockatoo usage).
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Fact sheets have been prepared to assist you in writing a submission on the road alignment options for the Denmark East 
River Road Bridge Crossing and/or the Denmark - Mt Barker Road Intersection Realignment.
Copies of the fact sheets, submission form and other key documents including their full reports are available at the Shire offices  
or can be downloaded from www.denmark.gov.au/consultations
The formal public comment period is open from 17th October until 5pm Monday 14th November. Please ensure that your 
comments are received by the close of comment period so that they can be reported to Council in December 2016.

Stay Informed
To be kept informed on the progress of the Denmark East Development Precinct Project, please visit the project website at 
www.denmark.wa.gov.au/dedpp.aspx
If you have any questions on the project, or the Council’s process, please call the Shire offices on 9848 0300 or email us at: 
enquiries@denmark.wa.gov.au

Engineering Assessment
Road Design:
• 11 road sub-sections were analysed 

by GHD as part of the engineering 
investigations (refer to map).

• A hydrological review was undertaken 
to understand river flow and any 
flooding impacts on the surrounding 
area. This information will be used as 
a part of the detailed design process 
once the final alignment has been 
determined.

• The engineering report has identified 
that, for safety reasons, a 7m wide 
pavement will be required for the 
roads with a 60 kilometre per hour 
recommended limit.

• Investigations show that the new 
bridge could be safely constructed 
within budget with either concrete or 
a steel structure. The final design will 
be determined following the finalisation 
of the route and further detailed 
investigations .

• That for preliminary design, the 
engineers have recommended a 30m 
bridge length however this may be 
refined during detailed design phase 
depending on the final route selection.

• Of the two options recommended (3B 
& 3E) there is a $1.8 million+  
cost differential.

Denmark - Mt Barker Road 
Intersection 
Two roundabout and one staggered 
intersection options have been produced 
by GHD and are available for public 
comment (refer to Fact Sheet 3).

How will these reports influence the 
final design?
It is acknowledged that with the creation 
of new roads, a bridge and intersection 
realignment, there will be an impact on 
the surrounding environment. By having a 
clear understanding of the impacts of the 
development through these reports, the 
Shire can work with experts to minimise 
the overall effect on the surrounding 
environment. The reports have already 
been utilised to assist in planning 
road alignments and determine the 
recommended options for consultation. 
Tailored management approaches will be 
further developed following the decision 
on the final route selections in December 
2016 by Council. 
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