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Development Assessment Panel: Training Notes

453 Role of relevant local
government/WAPC
4.53(@) Lodgment of DAP application

A DAP application is to be lodged with the relevant local
government or the WAPC. Pursuant to regulation 11, the
local government with whom a DAP application has been
lodged must within seven days of lodgment provide to
the DAP a copy of the DAP application and confirmation
that other procedural requirements have been met.

4.5.3(b) DAP application report

In accordance with regulation 12, the responsible authority
is to provide the DAP with a report on the application in a
form approved by the CEO of the Department of Planning.
The format of the approved form requires the planning
officer to provide details similar to a planning report
prepared for a local government council meeting.

Regulation 12(5) sets out the matters that must be covered
in the report, including:
a recommendation as to how the application should
be determined;

copies of any advice received by the responsible
authority from any other statutory or public authority
consulted by the responsible authority in respect of
the application; and

any other information that the responsible authority
considers is relevant to determining the application.

It should be noted that a DAP application report is NOT
a resolution of the relevant local government’s council
- it is the professional opinion of the local government’s
planning officer who assessed the application. It is
improper for Councillors of a local government to influence
the planning officer's report in any way.

If the local government wishes to make a statement
regarding an application before a DAP, it should do so by
making a submission.

4.53(c) Timing of report

The report is to be given in accordance with
regulation 12(3):
within 50 days of the application being made — where
the DAP application is made to the WAPC or is not

required to be advertised under a local planning
scheme or local interim development order;

within 10 days of the end of the determination period
where the DAP application must be advertised under
the relevant local planning scheme or local interim
development order and that statutory instrument
gives a period of 90 days or longer for the application
to be determined; and

within 80 days of the application being made in all
other circumstances.

4.5.3(d) Ongoing assistance

The DAP may require further assistance from a respeonsible
authority with a DAP application after the report is
provided. Where this further information is required, the
Presiding Member of the DAP will issue a direction in
writing specifying what information is needed and the
timeframe within which it is to be provided.

454  Capacity to amend an approval

granted by a DAP

Pursuant to regulation 16, while a DAP determines an
application as if it were the responsible authority, the DAP
Regulations give a DAP an additional power which is not
found in local planning schemes.

Pursuant to regulation 17 of the DAP Regulations, where
a DAP has granted its approval to a DAP application, the
owner of the land can apply to the DAP to do any of the
following (notwithstanding that the application would not
meet the monetary thresholds in the DAP Regulations):

amend the approval to extend the period within
which any development approved must be
substantially commenced;

amend or delete any condition to which the approval
is subject;

amend an aspect of the development approved
which, if amended, would not substantially change
the development approved; and

cancel the approval.

This is a significant extension of power which will assist
the developers of larger projects that might require
amendments to be made, as more detailed construction
drawings are prepared.
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