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Our Ref: DS/CT  Fil  A3140 
Enquiries: Dale Stewart 
 
15 September 2011 
 
Mr R Plant 
Denmark Old Machinery Restoration Group 
PO Box 175 
DENMARK  WA  6333 
 
Dear Rob 
 
Re:  Railway Carriages – Reserve No. 30277 
 
Further to your telephone enquiry about the possibility of your Club being able to relocate 
one or more of the old Railway Carriages on the reserve to your Clubhouse to restore it, I 
respond with the following. 
 
Firstly, advice from both the Pedros (the original people that relocated the carriages to this 
site and the McGuiness’s (Historical Society perspective) is that they support the proposed 
restoration of the carriages but in terms of potential relocation for restoration purposes, it 
should only be the one currently on the north side of the entrance track and not the two that 
sit on existing ash pit (due to safety concerns). 
 
Having inspected the site and spoken with a representative of the Sprit of Play I also offer the 
perspective that the two carriages in front of the School would also benefit from restoration 
(particularly given they are directly in front of a school with young children that frequent the 
carriage out of school hours) but they would need to be ‘relocated’ back to the Ash Pits and 
permanently retained on them and interim safety measures provided to protect against the 
liability of injury from the ‘open’ pits (leaving aside the existing liabilities associated with 
playing on dilapidated carriages and the existing liabilities of the pits!).  
 
I think Rob that what is required is an initial meeting with yourself and representatives of 
your Group with myself to discuss the ‘possibilities’ and opportunities for grants etc. 
 
It may well be that the Council can assist with supporting a Lotterywest or similar grant for 
restoring all of the carriages, making the Ash Pit safe with grills or fencing or similar and 
indeed discussing the possibility of restoring the turntable. I appreciate that some or all of 
this may be ‘bigger’ than you or your Club were looking for and for this reason I suggest we 
initially meet to talk about ‘possibilities’. In short, I and Council are keen to give approval – 
we just want to discuss all options. 

2/.. 
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..2/ 
 
Should you require further information or advice on this matter please contact the 
undersigned on telephone (08) 9848 0300 or email enquiries@denmark.wa.gov.au. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Dale Stewart 
Chief Executive Officer 

 
cc. Bev McGuiness – Denmark Historical Society 
cc. Cr D Pedro 

mailto:enquiries@denmark.wa.gov.au
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Old Railway StationConsiderable

Place Details
Place Name: Old Railway Station
Other Name:  Denmark Railway Station
Place Type: Sporting Club House
Original Use: Railway Station
Current Use:  Bowling Club
Lot/Location No.: Reserve 20403, 
Address:  Morgan Road
Locality: Denmark
Map Reference:  
HCWA Number: 
ASS Number: 3069

Description:
Walls: Timber
Roof: Tiles
Condition: Good
Integrity: Position changed and many additions
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The Bowling Club is on the eastern side of  the Denmark River next to 
the Highway just over the Bridge. The exterior walls are timber and the 
old roof  has been replaced by tiles. It is a long rectangular building that 
has had a number of  changes that hide the facade of  the clubhouse.

History
Construction Date: 1929
Architect: 
Builder: 
This clubhouse has social and historic heritage significance. The railway 
station building originally constructed in 1929 on the Denmark-Nornalup 
Railway line (corner Crellin street and Hollings Road).In the early 1964 
the Bowling Club had no Clubhouse and, as all organisations at that 
time, very little funds. The Railway line, built in 1929 and closed in 1950s, 
had been cleared and all buildings on the station site were to be sold. At 
the instigation of  Shire Clerk F W Timothy, the Club tendered for and 
bought (through money raised by a Council loan) the station building 
which was transported and erected on the present reserve. 

Significance
Historic Theme: Community Efforts
Sub Theme:  Recreational Institutions
Over the years alterations have taken place by filling in the old verandah 
and including it in the Clubroom but the essential character of  the 
building remains as it was.

Level	of	Significance
Considerable: 
Very important to the heritage of  the locality. High degree of  integrity/ 
authenticity. Conservation of  the place is highly desirable. Any alterations 
or extensions should reinforce the significance of  the place. 

Supporting Information

Previous Listing

Assessment Date 1999

The Station in situ.
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Place Details
Place Name: Bridge, Ashpit and Turntable
Other Name:  
Place Type: Bridge, Turntable and ash pit
Original Use:  Turntable originally located in front of the 

Denmark Hotel and was relocated in 1929.
Current Use:  
Lot/Location No.: Reserve 41815/46242
Address:  Cnr Hollings Road and Inlet Drive
Locality: 
Map Reference:  
HCWA Number: 
ASS Number: 3140

Description:
Walls: 
Roof: 
Condition: 
Integrity: 
 

Railway Precinct Exceptional
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The Railway Bridge is a traditional timber pile construction. It was last 
used as a railway bridge when the Denmark – Nornalup line was closed 
in 1957. Since then, it has been converted to a pedestrian bridge.

The Turntable is a significant 60 foot steel structure which is now unused 
and lies abandoned. It is no longer operational.

The Ashpit is a concrete pit sitting below a disused railway wagon. 

History
Construction Date: 
Architect: 
Builder: 
The railway precinct became the centre of  railway operations in Denmark 
at the opening of  the Denmark – Nornalup line in 1929. Prior to this, 
there had been two separate stations in Denmark, but this was by far 
the largest. It was situated by the rivermouth, where the Denmark River 
flows into Wilson Inlet.

The Bridge over the Denmark River was constructed when the line from 
Albany was realigned to connect with the Nornalup extension which 
opened in 1929. The reason for the realignment was to reduce gradients 
when the line left Denmark and progressed westward. The bridge was of  
traditional timber pile construction, and is currently used as a pedestrian 
bridge which connects to the Wilson Inlet Heritage Walk Trail.

The 60 foot Turntable, which was used to turn locomotives, is the oldest 
and only remaining example of  its type in Western Australia. It was built 
by William Sellars and Co. in Philadelphia in 1896, and first installed at 
the Northam depot. When it was no longer adequate to be used on the 
larger steam locomotives on the Kalgoorlie railway line, it was moved to 
Denmark and was first located on the old line near the Denmark Hotel, 
upstream from the rivermouth. Here it was used to turn terminating 
locomotives on the Albany – Denmark route, before the Nornalup line 
was completed. Later, when the new station was built, it was moved there.

The ashpit was lined with concrete and its purpose was to contain the 
ash from the steam engines. The fireman on the engine would clean out 
the ‘clinkers’ into the ashpit to maximise the power that a clean firebox 
could generate. When the ashpit was full, the fettlers, or line maintenance 
men, would clean out the pit and deposit the cooled ash elsewhere.

This turntable was used to turn the locomotive around when the train 
journey ended at Denmark instead of  Nornalup. It was relocated when 
the line was rebuilt to follow the foreshore of  the inlet and extended 
to Nornalup. The line which came into town was then closed. The ash 
pit was built at the time of  the construction of  the new line in 1929. 
Significance

Historic Theme:  Historic,Research
Sub Theme:   Social, Rarity
All three items in the railway precinct have considerable historic value, 
with their connection to the Denmark – Nornalup Railway, which ran 
from 1929 to 1957. The railway, which was originally intended to link 
up with rail lines at Pemberton (but this plan never eventuated), was a 
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significant lifeline to the isolated communities, chiefly in Group Set-
tlement areas, between the two towns. Much of  the railway history in 
Western Australia has been lost and this precinct is a significant exam-
ple of  the historic importance of  rail, prior to the advances in motor 
vehicles and road technology.
The Turntable and Ashpit have some research value. The Turntable is 
a rare example of  rail technology from the 19th century which is now 
obsolete. The Ashpit is linked to the importance of  steam as a mode 
of  energy in transportation. The ready availability of  timber to power 
steam locomotives resulted in the waste product of  ash, and this was 
a resource that required disposal. The Ashpit is an example of  that 
method.
All items in the Precinct have significant social value which relate to the 
town and outlying region in the period from 1929 to 1957 and beyond. 
The Group Settlement Scheme was one of  the most important periods 
in Denmark’s history, and the railway, and its associated infrastructure, 
was the means of  linking those isolated settlements to the larger com-
munity of  Denmark. The railway was a means of  transporting provi-
sions and produce in both directions, as well as providing essential 
medical services in emergencies. The railway also played a small part in 
the increasingly important tourism industry along the South Coast of  
WA.
The Turntable has considerable rarity significance, in that it appears 
to be the oldest and only remaining example of  its type in Western 
Australia. It was built by William Sellars and Co. in Philadelphia in 1896, 
installed at Northam and moved to Denmark in the 1920s. 

Level	of	Significance
Exceptional
Essential to the heritage of  the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
The place should be retained and conserved unless there is no feasible 
and prudent alternative to doing otherwise. Any alterations or extensions 
should reinforce the significance of  the place, and be in accordance with 
a Conservation Plan (if  one exists for the place).

Supporting Information

R McGuinness, Elleker – Denmark – Nornalup; the railway extended 
west but never met …, Denmark, WA: Cinnamon Coloureds, 2007.

R McGuinness, Denmark through the 1900’s: past and present, intersect 
and converge, Denmark, WA: Cinnamon Coloureds, 2006.

Assessment Date 2011
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Place Details
Place Name: Old Post Office
Other Name:   Denmark Post Office 

Spirit of Play School
Place Type: Post Office
Original Use: Post Office
Current Use:  Pre-primary School
Lot/Location No.: Reserve 30277/ Lot 952
Address:  952 Crellin Street
Locality: Denmark
Map Reference:  
HCWA Number: 
ASS Number: 3140

Description:
Walls: Weatherboard
Roof: Corrugated Iron
Condition: Very good
Integrity: Most

Old Post OfficeConsiderable
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The Post Office which was moved from its original position in Strickland 
Street is now located on the corner of  Inlet Drive and Crellin Road. It 
is in a bush setting surrounded by mature trees. The building is made 
from weatherboard and has a corrugated iron roof. The integrity of  the 
building remains as the windows are original and much of  the original 
fabric is intact. Surrounding the Old Post Office are artefacts remaining 
from the railway era. These include a railway turntable, the ash pit as 
well as carriages. In the external grounds of  the Old Post Office are 
bush tables and stools to be used by visitors to the Denmark-Nornalup 
Heritage Trail.

History
Construction Date: 1926
Architect: 
Builder: 
The Denmark Post Office was constructed in 1926 in a prominent 
position on Strickland Street, not far from the current Bankwest building 
and in a similar location to the current post office. However, it was sited 
much closer to the road. 

When a new building was proposed in 1987, it was decided to relocate 
the original building to its current site. The complex operation of  the 
removal and relocation of  the building captivated the town and the very 
slow task was successfully completed in 1987.

Significance
Historic Theme: Transport & Communications
Sub Theme:  Mail services
This building has aesthetic, social and historic heritage significance. It 
is a good example of  the quality architecture erected in country towns 
by the P.M.G. Dept. The Post Offices have always been a focus for the 
life of  the town, reinforced by the telephone exchange function and the 
presence of  mail boxes. The moving of  the building and its use as a 
child care centre is a good example of  the common practice of  shifting 
and recycling buildings. Today (2009) it is the Spirit of  Play school  
K to Year 1. 

Level of Significance
Considerable 
Very important to the heritage of  the locality. High degree of  integrity/ 
authenticity. Conservation of  the place is highly desirable. Any alterations 
or extensions should reinforce the significance of  the place.

Supporting Information
B McGuinness, The rainbow arch : celebrating 50 years of  kindergarten in 
Denmark, 1957-2007, Denmark WA : Cinnamon Coloureds, 2008.

Assessment Date 1999
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Place Details
Place Name: Station Master’s House
Other Name:  Kindergarten and Lions Building
Place Type: Education building
Original Use: Station Master’s house
Current Use:  Community Groups, 
Lot/Location No.: Reserve 33027/ Lot 1012
Address:  952 Crellin Street 
Locality: Denmark
Map Reference:  
HCWA Number: 
ASS Number: 3140 

Description:
Walls: Timber
Roof: Tiles
Condition: Good
Integrity: Most

Exceptional Station Master’s House
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The house was a traditional stud-framed timber construction with a tiled 
roof. The building has been twice moved, and the roof  has been replaced 
with Colorbond. 

It was relocated in 2007 to its present site on the railway reserve by the 
river mouth. 

History
Construction Date:  1928 

relocated 1965
Architect: 
Builder: 
The Stationmaster’s House was built in 1928, in preparation for the 
opening of  the Denmark-Nornalup railway the following year. The 
railway itself  was an extension of  the line that already existed between 
Albany and Denmark, which was originally part of  the timber-cutting 
industry pioneered by the Millar Brothers in the late 19th century. 

The house was part of  a complete railway station complex which 
consisted of  the station building, the stationmaster’s house, barracks, 
three sets of  lines, ashpit, turntable, stock yards and good sheds.

The station itself  was just to the west of  the Denmark River, at the 
mouth to Wilson Inlet. The line crossed the Denmark River via a newly-
constructed timber bridge.

The House was surrounded by a pretty garden and it was located in an 
attractive forest setting.

The responsibilities of  the Stationmaster were many. He had the 
duties to schedule the movements of  trains and to record the goods 
that they carried, collected and dropped off. He needed to know the 
safety requirements, rules and regulations of  the Western Australian 
Government Railways (WAGR) which was the government authority in 
charge of  railway operations. One of  the Stationmasters in Denmark, JE 
Sanderson, who was employed there from August 1946 to January 1951, 
was the father of  the Governor of  Western Australia, Lieut-General 
John Sanderson (2000-05).

The house was originally located on Lot 1085 (2) Hollings Road. It was 
relocated to Lot 1792, on the corner of  Ocean Beach Road and South 
Coast Highway in 1963 and adapted for use as the Denmark Kindergarten. 
It was later replaced near its original site at the Denmark River mouth 
on the railway reserve. It is presently (2010) used by community groups.

Significance
Historic Theme:  Transport and Communication 

Community efforts
Sub Theme:   Rail transport 

Education
The building has aesthetic significance in that it is of  traditional timber 
construction and it is sited in an attractive area of  coastal karri forest, 
which is typical of  the region. It has been relocated to its original position.

Station Master’s House when it was located 
on the corner of Ocean Beach Road and 
South Coast Highway.

Station Master’s House in its original 
location.
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The building has historic significance due to its strong connection with 
the railway that ran to and through Denmark from its earliest days. 
Specifically, it holds strong memories of  the Denmark – Nornalup line 
that ran from 1929 to 1957. The stationmaster’s role was of  paramount 
importance in the successful running of  the railway and the subsequent 
communication links between the township of  Denmark and the remote 
settlements to its west. The Group Settlers especially found the railway 
vital in the transport of  provisions and medical services. 

Stationmasters became obsolete once the railway closed in 1957, but the 
building retained its historical significance when it became the Denmark 
Kindergarten in 1963 and played a key role in the early childhood 
education of  many Denmark residents.

The building has representative significance in that it is one of  many 
buildings in Denmark that has been relocated, not once but twice. The 
traditional timber construction, using the produce of  the local area, is 
ideally suited to relocation and allows significant buildings in Denmark 
to retain their utility despite their age.

Level of Significance
Exceptional
Essential to the heritage of  the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
The place should be retained and conserved unless there is no feasible 
and prudent alternative to doing otherwise. Any alterations or extensions 
should reinforce the significance of  the place, and be in accordance with 
a Conservation Plan (if  one exists for the place).

Supporting Information
B McGuinness, 100 years of  chalk dust; Denmark 1896-1996, Denmark, 
WA: Cinnamon Coloureds, 1996.
R McGuinness, Elleker – Denmark – Nornalup; the railway extended west but 
never met …, Denmark, WA: Cinnamon Coloureds, 2007.
B McGuinness, The rainbow arch: celebrating 50 years of  kindergarten in 
Denmark, 1957-2007, Denmark WA: Cinnamon Coloureds, 2008.

Assessment Date 1999
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Place Details
Place Name: Denmark River Railway Bridge
Other Name:  
Place Type: Rail Bridge
Original Use: Railway link Torbay to Albany
Current Use:  Part of a Heritage Trail
Lot/Location No.: Reserve 41815
Address:  Cnr Hollings Road/ Inlet Drive
Locality: Denmark
Map Reference:  
HCWA Number: 3394
ASS Number: 3027

Description:
Walls: Timber piers
Roof: 
Condition: Good
Integrity: Much

Denmark River Railway 
Bridge

Exceptional
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The Denmark Railway Bridge is located near the mouth of  the river.

History
Construction Date: 1929
Architect: 
Builder: 
The single span steel frame bridge, supported by timber piers, carried a 
single 3’6” gauge railway line across the Denmark River. The southwest 
end entered the Denmark Station yards. The tracks have since been 
removed and replaced by a concrete surface. Handrails have been added 
to provide protection for pedestrian traffic.

Significance
Historic Theme: Transport and communication
Sub Theme:  Rail transport
The Denmark River Railway Bridge has aesthetic and historic heritage 
significance. It played an integral part in Denmark’s economic development 
by forming part of  the rail link from Albany to Denmark and then on to 
Nornalup. The bridge now forms part of  a Shire sponsored heritage trail 
- the Mokare Trail. The trail is utilised by tourists and the bridge provides 
an historically interesting highlight. 

Level of Significance
Exceptional
Essential to the heritage of  the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
The place should be retained and conserved unless there is no feasible 
and prudent alternative to doing otherwise. Any alterations or extensions 
should reinforce the significance of  the place, and be in accordance with 
a Conservation Plan (if  one exists for the place).

Supporting Information
R McGuinness, Elleker – Denmark – Nornalup; the railway extended west but 
never met …, Denmark, WA: Cinnamon Coloureds, 2007.

Previous Listing

Assessment Date 1999






