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8.5.4 DENMARK RAILWAY STATION HERITAGE PRECINCT CONCEPT PLAN 

File Ref: A3140 
Applicant / Proponent: Not applicable 
Subject Land / Locality: Reserve No. 30277, 952 Crellin Street, Denmark 
Disclosure of Officer Interest: Nil 
Date: 11 September 2012 
Author: Dale Stewart, Chief Executive Officer 
Authorising Officer: Dale Stewart, Chief Executive Officer 

Attachments: 

8.5.4 a) – Draft Denmark Railway Heritage Concept Plan 
8.5.4 b) – 1944 Plan of site 
8.5.4 c) – Letter from Spirit of Play re Heritage Precinct 
8.5.4 d) – Letter to R Plant re Railway Carriages 
8.5.4 e) – Extracts from Council’s Municipal Heritage Inventory 

  

 
 Summary: 

Council is asked to consider approving, for the purposes of advertising, the draft 
Denmark Railway Heritage Precinct Concept Plan (Attachment 8.5.4 a)) with respect to 
Council managed Reserve No. 30277, bounded by Inlet Drive, Crellin Street and 
Hollings Road. The Plan has been developed based on the principle of establishing a 
heritage precinct and taking into consideration the expressed desires and visions of the 
current three lessees with the addition of the need to satisfy Councils resolution with 
respect to accommodating the (proposed to be) relocated Railway Station Building.  
  
Background: 

The following is an extract from the Council Meeting of 22 March 2011 which dealt with 
the possible demolition of the former Railway Station Building currently utilised as the 
Denmark Bowling Club; 
 
“The Building is listed in the Council’s current and recently reviewed Municipal Heritage 
Inventory  (currently out for public comment) with the title ‘Old Railway Station’ and is 
listed as having a level of significance category of ’considerable’, which would warrant 
its retention on the appendix of Heritage Places in the Council’s Town Planning 
Scheme. This of itself places no greater protection on the building other than ensuring 
that the owner (Council in this instance) is aware of its importance to the community 
and that there must be an advertising process in any development application to 
change its structure, appearance or indeed to demolish it. 
 
A copy of the listing ‘place record form’ is attached as an appendix. 
 
It notes that the building was originally constructed adjacent to the Denmark – 
Nornalup Railway Line in 1929 and relocated by the Denmark Bowling Club to the 
present site in 1964. The original location of the building was on the corner of Crellin St 
and Hollings Rd on Lot 1085 (refer below map), being Reserve 46242 (vested in the 
Shire for the purposes of ‘Community Centre’), opposite the existing Spirit of Play 
School (old Post Office Building) on Reserve 30277. This later reserve (lot 952) is the 
location of a new Heritage Railway Precinct Place as proposed by the Place Record 
Form in the recently reviewed Municipal Heritage Inventory.” 
 
Subsequently the resolution of that meeting was as follows (Resolution No. 200311);   
 
“That with respect to the request of the Denmark Bowling Club that Council support 
both the principle of demolition of their existing Clubhouse, being the former Denmark 
Railway Station Building, and also a one third cash contribution to a new Clubhouse at 
the location, Council respond as follows; 
1. That Council does not support the proposed demolition of the current building; 
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2. That Council is prepared to consider supporting applications for grants for a new 
Clubhouse at the current site to a maximum cash and or in-kind value of one-third, 
plus additional self supporting loans, only if the Club can demonstrate to Council’s 
satisfaction that it can meet its projected long term debt and ongoing commitments 
and has undertaken all necessary planning for the project.   

3. That Council staff inspect the building with a view to helping Council and the Club 
determine its structural integrity and suitability for relocation and or modification. 

4. If the Club wishes to proceed with planning for a new building on the site, that prior 
to part 2 being determined or considered, Council staff prepare for Council’s 
consideration a draft concept plan for the Railway Heritage Precinct 
accommodating a relocated Railway Station Building for the purposes of 
undertaking community consultation.” 

 
The purpose of the Reserve (numbered 30277) is ‘Historical Precinct, Recreation and 
Community Purposes’. The Railway Precinct is listed on Council’s Municipal Heritage 
Inventory (MHI) as being of Exceptional Significance which states it is “Essential to the 
heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. The place should be retained and 
conserved unless there is no feasible and prudent alternative to doing otherwise. Any 
alterations or extensions should reinforce the significance of the place and be in 
accordance with a Conservation Plan (if one exists for the place).” 
 
There is no Conservation Plan for the Railway Precinct however a concept plan 
depicting potential future use for the site has been completed and is the subject of this 
report. 
 
Additionally the Book ‘Elleker Denmark Nornalup’, specifically pages 73, 74, 237 to 248 
relates as historical background and further reading if required in order to support the 
historical significance of the precinct. 
 
Comment: 

One of the principle purposes of the development of a concept plan is for the 
purpose of encouraging community input into the vision and future planning and 
development of the Denmark Railway Station No. 3 Reserve. 
 
The Reserve comprises 3.7206 ha, abuts Crellin Street and is bounded by Inlet Drive 
and Hollings Road. The existing Bibbulmun Track, Denmark Nornalup Heritage Rail 
Trail, Karri Walk and Munda Biddi Trail pass through the Reserve, with the Mokare 
Walk Trail and Historic Railway Bridge immediately adjacent to it. The well frequented 
and Council vested Denmark Rivermouth Foreshore, Caravan Park and Tidy Towns 
Park are also immediately adjacent and are strategic community assets. 
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Figure 1 - 952 Crellin Street (showing Lot 1085 also) 

 
Figure 2 – 952 Crellin Street, Reserve 30277 

The purpose of the Concept Plan, was to define, discuss and / or explore the following 
aspects; 

 The name of the Reserve which has been officially named by Council as the 
‘Denmark Railway Station No. 3  Reserve’. 
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 A draft ‘Vision’ for the reserve to guide Shire of Denmark and Community 
usage of the reserve in keeping with Heritage Railway precinct (its railway and 
timber heritage). 

 Acknowledgement of the existing uses (and leased areas) including the Lions 
Lair, Denmark Yacht Club Shed, Denmark Machinery & Restoration Group, 
Sprit of Play School (Old Post Office) and heritage artefacts. 

 Exploring additional, indicative only, long term / future complementary uses and 
potential building sites and uses such as a ‘Men’s Shed’, possibly in the 
relocated former Railway Station. 

 Exploring the potential for signage and interpretation elements. 
 Plotting (not surveying) existing assets on the reserve including, for context and 

connectivity, the adjoining footpath on Inlet Drive and reference to Inlet Drive, 
Hollings Rd and Crellin St. 

 Refurbishing the old rail ‘turntable’, ash pits and railway carriages as safe ‘play’ 
and interpretative elements (and noting the possibility of grants to achieve this). 

 Concept perspectives of the (to be) relocated and (to be) restored ‘Railway 
Station’ building (much of the present Denmark Bowling Clubhouse). 

 Commentary on the ‘borders’ of the plan exploring opportunities to create 
design guides, planting, landscaping, features and parameters to include future 
constructions in keeping with the theme and vision of the reserve (railway and 
timber heritage). 

 Conceptual usage of different aspects of the reserve, both now and into the 
future, and how they interconnect with roads, car parking, seating, trails and 
paths. 

 The potential for a Trails Hub facility exciting users to explore the various trails 
of the Shire including specifically the trails that are immediately accessible 
adjacent or within the reserve, those being; 

 Munda Biddi Trail 
 Bibbulmun Track 

 Denmark Nornalup Heritage Rail Trail 
 Karri Walk Trail 
 Heritage Walk Trail 
 Mokare Walk Trail. 

 
Consultation: 

The CEO initially met with the consultant that prepared the Concept Plan onsite to 
confirm the methodology, timing and themes and thereafter on a further three 
occasions, one of which was with the President of the Denmark Historical Society, who 
assisted draft the brief, prior to final presentation of the Concept Plan. 
 
The CEO took on the task of seeking the views and desires of the following specifically 
identified primary ‘users’ of the reserve and forwarded the information to the 
consultant; 

 Denmark Yacht Club (rented from Lions Club through their lease) 
 Denmark Machinery Restoration Group 
 Spirit of Play School 
 Denmark Lions Club  
 Denmark Historical Society. 

 
The results of that consultation include the following commentary; 

 
Spirit of Play - 18 Jan 2012 
 - meeting with Jeff Atkinson (Committee Secretary) & 2 Committee Members  
 

 Existing licensed venue for up to 28 children although they like less than 20 
(class size); 
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 They have estimate 14 children aged 3 – 7 in 2012; 
 They would love to have another class, but haven’t needed another class in 

their 20 or so years of operation (they would love to grow but are realistic about 
that happening); 

 Would love to have the Railway Station Building as an additional classroom (if 
they had the need); 

 Love the idea of the turntable being used as a nature play, picnic area; 
 Would love some cultural heritage indigenous interpretation on the site; 
 Noted that their lease area is that which includes the building and the fenced 

playground, not the turntable, carriages etc. (Therefore the liability of the 
carriages and ash pit rests with Council!); 

 Use the forest and areas as ‘natural’ play. 
 
Denmark Machinery Restoration Group - 19 Jan 2012 
 – meeting with Arley Egerton-Warburton & Rob Plant 

 Aim to relocate the standalone rail carriage to their leased area abutting the 
road for a refurbishment project with about 10m of rail underneath (static 
display); 

 They do not wish to have fencing; 
 They plan to erect a small windmill on their site between them and the yacht 

club shed; 
 They believe they will need to grow into the future (on their reserve and also 

maybe southwest direction); 
 Like the idea of open / parkland setting and no fences but ‘mow’ their area’; 
 Agree that access via the northern most opening is dangerous and should be 

closed; 
 Wouldn’t mind the railway station building as an office / clubhouse / expanding 

their catalogues and library facility (old manuals, books about restoring etc..); 
 Comfortable with early childhood activities around them; 
 Love the idea of the turntable being used as a picnic area; 
 Are going to replace the crane (railway) to the concrete plinth on the ground still 

in front of their building; 
 3 phase to site..yes; 
 Would love to have a recreation / BBQ seating area around their oak tree in 

front of them; 
 Like the idea of intergenerational activities (sharing of knowledge); 
 Like the idea in time of a museum element to their restorations (interpretation) 

school outings, workshops etc. 
 
Denmark Lions Club – 19 Jan 2012 
 - meeting with Vice President (Brian McCrow) 

 They do not wish to have fencing; 
 They own the shed and have an agreement (not a lease) with Denmark Yacht 

Club re sharing the shed...they use half for storing mowers and chainsaws and 
equipment, and there is a powered rescue boat in there too; 

 They have no plans to grow; 
 Lions have an office and meeting room and meet 2 x per month for evening 

meetings and 1 x per week for  work bees (at the site); 
 They rent (free of charge) the facility for meetings / activities to the following 

groups as a community service (2 hours per time); 
o Over 50’s for Bridge 1 x pw; 
o Weightwatchers 1 x pw; 
o Spinners 2 x pm; 
o Stamp club 1 x pm; and 
o Yoga Group 1 x pw. 

 Have no concerns about early childhood activities on the reserve; 
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 Like the idea of open / parkland setting and no fences but ‘mow’ their area’; 
 Agree that access via the northern most opening is dangerous; 
 Suggest site of relocated railway carriage as being opposite them (south of the 

creek though); 
 See no Lions Club need for the railway station building; 
 Love the idea of the turntable being used as a picnic area. 

 
Statutory Obligations:   

The subject land is listed in the Heritage Schedule of the Council's Town Planning 
Scheme and Council should consider all proposals for development in accordance with 
any Heritage Policies that it has in place from time to time.  
 
The ‘problem’ created by Council's resolution to ‘retain’ the Railway Station Building 
and for it to be relocated back to the Reserve, from whence it commenced its life, 
presents not just a ‘cost’ but also an ‘opportunity’. 
 
The opportunity to create a Heritage Precinct has significant merit, is supported by the 
adopted Municipal Heritage Inventory and the Reserve has a number of existing 
‘artefacts’ and heritage buildings that relate to the site and/or era. The return of the 
Railway Station Building would compliment this. The original location of the Railway 
Station Building could still be achieved if the Council so desired (refer appendix). It is 
noted that the current Concept Plan shows the Building being relocated to the North 
East of the Reserve (some 100m east of its original location) and this possibly should 
be addressed in the next version of the plan.  
 
In an earlier report to Council in this agenda the subject of relocating the original Pig 
Shed from Lot 300 South Coast Highway back to this Reserve (from whence it came) 
is also discussed. 
 
The opportunity also exists for Council to enter into discussions with the Denmark 
Woodturners about them potentially relocating (from the Denmark Visitor Centre site) 
to the Reserve, in time, to further create a hub of vibrant ‘Mens Shed’ activities around 
the timber and rail heritage theme. Whether that Group would be interested in 
relocating has not currently been canvassed. Whether the Railway Station Building 
would be suitable for them is also another matter however, the Officer sees great 
synergy in complementing the activities of the Machinery Restoration Group with the 
Woodturners in a single men’s shed ‘precinct’ complementing the heritage aspects. 
 
If Council were to advertise the opportunity to assist with the relocation of the building 
to the Railway Precinct, the Officer is of the view that not many groups would ‘put their 
hand up’ however the following Groups may indicate such an interest if canvassed / 
asked; 

 Wilgie View Learning Centre Inc. (Spirit of Play) for a potential second 
community school building; 

 Denmark Machinery Restoration Group (office, library, Kitchen); and possibly, 
 Denmark Woodturners. 

 
Such an outcome would serve both the Ratepayers (and also the benefiting community 
group) and would, in the opinion of the Officer, be well received by potential grant 
providers looking to assist with community activities and particularly those involving the 
preservation / restoration of heritage assets. 
 
Whilst the principle of seeking ‘expression of interest’ from potential community groups, 
who could benefit from the Railway Station Building, might be premature given the 
Riverside Club Project is only just applying for a grant, (assuming Council supports the 
project), if they are successful in March 2013, the Council may well be looking to 
relocate the building in the latter half of 2013. It is the Officer’s view that potential 
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suitors should be explored now, which might also open up avenues for additional 
complementary grant funding.  
 
Policy Implications: 

The Council's adopted Municipal Heritage Inventory records place record forms for 
several sites / buildings involved on or with the precinct are attached under Attachment 
8.5.4 b). 
 
These include place record forms; 

 Old Railway Station (current Bowling Club on Reserve 20403); 
 Railway Precinct; 
 Former Post Office (current Sprit of Play Community School); 
 Station Master House (current Lions Lair); and 
 Denmark River Railway Bridge (subject to a current restoration grant project 

scheduled for completion in calendar year 2013. 
 

Council’s Consultation Policy P040123 also relates and has been considered in 
developing the proposed consultation referred to in the Officer Recommendation. 
 
Budget / Financial Implications: 

If the concept is adopted there may be assistance required to support the aspirations 
of community groups occupying (at present or into the future) the Reserve to achieve 
the visions ascribed in the Plan. Such assistance would generally be in the way of 
assisting leverage government grants that fulfil the collective aims of both the group(s) 
and the Plan. The development of the Reserve can then occur as and when Council 
and Community or Government funds become available.  
 
The key is the development of a Concept Plan that guides development into the future. 
There are currently no indications on the plan of ‘when’ the ultimate development is 
proposed to be completed as the actions would generally be to support the community 
or community groups as opportunities arise. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
The confluence of important resident and visitor servicing; trails combined with the 
heritage elements of the precinct together with its location, at the Rivermouth, makes 
the Reserve an extremely important long term asset that deserves appropriate 
planning and ‘guidance’ which helps achieve the over ‘vision’ for the reserve and 
avoids adhoc decision making. 
 
With a number of heritage buildings and community ‘space’ the Reserve could also 
develop into a long term opportunity for a community market space. 
 
Sustainability Implications: 
 Environmental: 

There are no known significant economic considerations relating to the report or officer 
recommendation. 
 
 Economic: 

The development of a heritage precinct at the Reserve has the potential to further the 
Shire’s tourism ‘product’ through the celebration and recognition of the role that timber 
and rail served in the development of the district and Denmark townsite specifically. 
 
 Social: 
The development of a heritage precinct at the Reserve has the potential to provide a 
cohesive and coordinated outlet for the celebration and recognition of the role that 
timber and rail served in the development of the district, the Denmark townsite 
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specifically together with the imperative connectivity it enabled during the early Group 
Settlement days. 
 
The opportunity exists to further consolidate the Reserve as a vibrant community 
space through the connection of people of all ages by utilising the heritage assets that 
presently exist and well as those that might be ‘refurbished’ or restored on the Reserve 
in the future. 
 
The draft Concept Plan attempts to encourage intergenerational connectivity through 
utilising the heritage assets as ‘heritage and nature play’ elements.  
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple majority. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION ITEM 8.5.4 
 

That the draft Concept Plan for the Denmark Railway Station Heritage Precinct be 
advertised for public comment in the Administration Office, Denmark Library and 
Denmark Bulletin for a period of 60 days and specifically forwarded to the following 
identified organisations / businesses seeking written comment on the plan in general 
as well as on the opportunity to submit an expression of interest in relation to utilising 
the proposed relocated Railway Station Building;  

1. Denmark Historical Society Inc. 
2. Denmark Lions Cub Inc. 
3. Wilgie View Learning Centre Inc. (Spirit of Play) 
4. Denmark Machinery Restoration Group Inc. 
5. Denmark Tourism Inc. 
6. Denmark Chamber of Commerce Inc. 
7. Denmark Weed Action Group Inc. 
8. Denmark Yacht Club Inc. 
9. Denmark Woodturners Inc. 
10. The lessees of the Denmark Rivermouth Caravan Park. 

 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION ITEM 8.5.4 
MOVED: CR ROWLAND SECONDED: CR OSBORNE 
 

That the draft Concept Plan, comprising Reserve 30277 (Lot 952), portion of Reserve 
14376 (Lot 1083) and the unconstructed portion of the adjoining Hollings Road 
Reserve, for the Denmark Railway Station Heritage Precinct be advertised for public 
comment in the Administration Office, Denmark Library and Denmark Bulletin for a 
period of 60 days and specifically forwarded to the following identified organisations / 
businesses seeking written comment on the plan in general as well as on the 
opportunity to submit an expression of interest in relation to utilising the proposed 
relocated Railway Station Building (Community Groups only);  

1. Denmark Historical Society Inc. 
2. Denmark Lions Cub Inc. 
3. Wilgie View Learning Centre Inc. (Spirit of Play) 
4. Denmark Machinery Restoration Group Inc. 
5. Denmark Tourism Inc. 
6. Denmark Chamber of Commerce Inc. 
7. Denmark Weed Action Group Inc. 
8. Denmark Yacht Club Inc. 
9. Denmark Woodturners Inc. 
10. The lessees of the Denmark Rivermouth Caravan Park. 

 

CARRIED: 9/0 Res: 190912 
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Our Ref: DS/CT  Fil  A3140 
Enquiries: Dale Stewart 
 
15 September 2011 
 
Mr R Plant 
Denmark Old Machinery Restoration Group 
PO Box 175 
DENMARK  WA  6333 
 
Dear Rob 
 
Re:  Railway Carriages – Reserve No. 30277 
 
Further to your telephone enquiry about the possibility of your Club being able to relocate 
one or more of the old Railway Carriages on the reserve to your Clubhouse to restore it, I 
respond with the following. 
 
Firstly, advice from both the Pedros (the original people that relocated the carriages to this 
site and the McGuiness’s (Historical Society perspective) is that they support the proposed 
restoration of the carriages but in terms of potential relocation for restoration purposes, it 
should only be the one currently on the north side of the entrance track and not the two that 
sit on existing ash pit (due to safety concerns). 
 
Having inspected the site and spoken with a representative of the Sprit of Play I also offer the 
perspective that the two carriages in front of the School would also benefit from restoration 
(particularly given they are directly in front of a school with young children that frequent the 
carriage out of school hours) but they would need to be ‘relocated’ back to the Ash Pits and 
permanently retained on them and interim safety measures provided to protect against the 
liability of injury from the ‘open’ pits (leaving aside the existing liabilities associated with 
playing on dilapidated carriages and the existing liabilities of the pits!).  
 
I think Rob that what is required is an initial meeting with yourself and representatives of 
your Group with myself to discuss the ‘possibilities’ and opportunities for grants etc. 
 
It may well be that the Council can assist with supporting a Lotterywest or similar grant for 
restoring all of the carriages, making the Ash Pit safe with grills or fencing or similar and 
indeed discussing the possibility of restoring the turntable. I appreciate that some or all of 
this may be ‘bigger’ than you or your Club were looking for and for this reason I suggest we 
initially meet to talk about ‘possibilities’. In short, I and Council are keen to give approval – 
we just want to discuss all options. 

2/.. 
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..2/ 
 
Should you require further information or advice on this matter please contact the 
undersigned on telephone (08) 9848 0300 or email enquiries@denmark.wa.gov.au. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Dale Stewart 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
cc. Bev McGuiness – Denmark Historical Society 
cc. Cr D Pedro 

mailto:enquiries@denmark.wa.gov.au
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level of significance

TOWN

Place Record Form | TOWN

Old Railway StationConsiderable

Place Details
Place Name: Old Railway Station
Other Name:  Denmark Railway Station
Place Type: Sporting Club House
Original Use: Railway Station
Current Use:  Bowling Club
Lot/Location No.: Reserve 20403, 
Address:  Morgan Road
Locality: Denmark
Map Reference:  
HCWA Number: 
ASS Number: 3069

Description:
Walls: Timber
Roof: Tiles
Condition: Good
Integrity: Position changed and many additions
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Place Record Form | TOWN

The Bowling Club is on the eastern side of  the Denmark River next to 
the Highway just over the Bridge. The exterior walls are timber and the 
old roof  has been replaced by tiles. It is a long rectangular building that 
has had a number of  changes that hide the facade of  the clubhouse.

History
Construction Date: 1929
Architect: 
Builder: 
This clubhouse has social and historic heritage significance. The railway 
station building originally constructed in 1929 on the Denmark-Nornalup 
Railway line (corner Crellin street and Hollings Road).In the early 1964 
the Bowling Club had no Clubhouse and, as all organisations at that 
time, very little funds. The Railway line, built in 1929 and closed in 1950s, 
had been cleared and all buildings on the station site were to be sold. At 
the instigation of  Shire Clerk F W Timothy, the Club tendered for and 
bought (through money raised by a Council loan) the station building 
which was transported and erected on the present reserve. 

Significance
Historic Theme: Community Efforts
Sub Theme:  Recreational Institutions
Over the years alterations have taken place by filling in the old verandah 
and including it in the Clubroom but the essential character of  the 
building remains as it was.

Level	of	Significance
Considerable: 
Very important to the heritage of  the locality. High degree of  integrity/ 
authenticity. Conservation of  the place is highly desirable. Any alterations 
or extensions should reinforce the significance of  the place. 

Supporting Information

Previous Listing

Assessment Date 1999

The Station in situ.
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level of significance

TOWN

Place Record Form | TOWN

Place Details
Place Name: Bridge, Ashpit and Turntable
Other Name:  
Place Type: Bridge, Turntable and ash pit
Original Use:  Turntable originally located in front of the 

Denmark Hotel and was relocated in 1929.
Current Use:  
Lot/Location No.: Reserve 41815/46242
Address:  Cnr Hollings Road and Inlet Drive
Locality: 
Map Reference:  
HCWA Number: 
ASS Number: 3140

Description:
Walls: 
Roof: 
Condition: 
Integrity: 
 

Railway Precinct Exceptional
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Place Record Form | TOWN

The Railway Bridge is a traditional timber pile construction. It was last 
used as a railway bridge when the Denmark – Nornalup line was closed 
in 1957. Since then, it has been converted to a pedestrian bridge.

The Turntable is a significant 60 foot steel structure which is now unused 
and lies abandoned. It is no longer operational.

The Ashpit is a concrete pit sitting below a disused railway wagon. 

History
Construction Date: 
Architect: 
Builder: 
The railway precinct became the centre of  railway operations in Denmark 
at the opening of  the Denmark – Nornalup line in 1929. Prior to this, 
there had been two separate stations in Denmark, but this was by far 
the largest. It was situated by the rivermouth, where the Denmark River 
flows into Wilson Inlet.

The Bridge over the Denmark River was constructed when the line from 
Albany was realigned to connect with the Nornalup extension which 
opened in 1929. The reason for the realignment was to reduce gradients 
when the line left Denmark and progressed westward. The bridge was of  
traditional timber pile construction, and is currently used as a pedestrian 
bridge which connects to the Wilson Inlet Heritage Walk Trail.

The 60 foot Turntable, which was used to turn locomotives, is the oldest 
and only remaining example of  its type in Western Australia. It was built 
by William Sellars and Co. in Philadelphia in 1896, and first installed at 
the Northam depot. When it was no longer adequate to be used on the 
larger steam locomotives on the Kalgoorlie railway line, it was moved to 
Denmark and was first located on the old line near the Denmark Hotel, 
upstream from the rivermouth. Here it was used to turn terminating 
locomotives on the Albany – Denmark route, before the Nornalup line 
was completed. Later, when the new station was built, it was moved there.

The ashpit was lined with concrete and its purpose was to contain the 
ash from the steam engines. The fireman on the engine would clean out 
the ‘clinkers’ into the ashpit to maximise the power that a clean firebox 
could generate. When the ashpit was full, the fettlers, or line maintenance 
men, would clean out the pit and deposit the cooled ash elsewhere.

This turntable was used to turn the locomotive around when the train 
journey ended at Denmark instead of  Nornalup. It was relocated when 
the line was rebuilt to follow the foreshore of  the inlet and extended 
to Nornalup. The line which came into town was then closed. The ash 
pit was built at the time of  the construction of  the new line in 1929. 
Significance

Historic Theme:  Historic,Research
Sub Theme:   Social, Rarity
All three items in the railway precinct have considerable historic value, 
with their connection to the Denmark – Nornalup Railway, which ran 
from 1929 to 1957. The railway, which was originally intended to link 
up with rail lines at Pemberton (but this plan never eventuated), was a 
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significant lifeline to the isolated communities, chiefly in Group Set-
tlement areas, between the two towns. Much of  the railway history in 
Western Australia has been lost and this precinct is a significant exam-
ple of  the historic importance of  rail, prior to the advances in motor 
vehicles and road technology.
The Turntable and Ashpit have some research value. The Turntable is 
a rare example of  rail technology from the 19th century which is now 
obsolete. The Ashpit is linked to the importance of  steam as a mode 
of  energy in transportation. The ready availability of  timber to power 
steam locomotives resulted in the waste product of  ash, and this was 
a resource that required disposal. The Ashpit is an example of  that 
method.
All items in the Precinct have significant social value which relate to the 
town and outlying region in the period from 1929 to 1957 and beyond. 
The Group Settlement Scheme was one of  the most important periods 
in Denmark’s history, and the railway, and its associated infrastructure, 
was the means of  linking those isolated settlements to the larger com-
munity of  Denmark. The railway was a means of  transporting provi-
sions and produce in both directions, as well as providing essential 
medical services in emergencies. The railway also played a small part in 
the increasingly important tourism industry along the South Coast of  
WA.
The Turntable has considerable rarity significance, in that it appears 
to be the oldest and only remaining example of  its type in Western 
Australia. It was built by William Sellars and Co. in Philadelphia in 1896, 
installed at Northam and moved to Denmark in the 1920s. 

Level	of	Significance
Exceptional
Essential to the heritage of  the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
The place should be retained and conserved unless there is no feasible 
and prudent alternative to doing otherwise. Any alterations or extensions 
should reinforce the significance of  the place, and be in accordance with 
a Conservation Plan (if  one exists for the place).

Supporting Information

R McGuinness, Elleker – Denmark – Nornalup; the railway extended 
west but never met …, Denmark, WA: Cinnamon Coloureds, 2007.

R McGuinness, Denmark through the 1900’s: past and present, intersect 
and converge, Denmark, WA: Cinnamon Coloureds, 2006.

Assessment Date 2011
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level of significance

TOWN

Place Record Form | TOWN

Place Details
Place Name: Old Post Office
Other Name:   Denmark Post Office 

Spirit of Play School
Place Type: Post Office
Original Use: Post Office
Current Use:  Pre-primary School
Lot/Location No.: Reserve 30277/ Lot 952
Address:  952 Crellin Street
Locality: Denmark
Map Reference:  
HCWA Number: 
ASS Number: 3140

Description:
Walls: Weatherboard
Roof: Corrugated Iron
Condition: Very good
Integrity: Most

Old Post OfficeConsiderable



   SHIRE OF DENMARK MUNICIPAL HERITAGE INVENTORY168 TOWN

Place Record Form | TOWN

The Post Office which was moved from its original position in Strickland 
Street is now located on the corner of  Inlet Drive and Crellin Road. It 
is in a bush setting surrounded by mature trees. The building is made 
from weatherboard and has a corrugated iron roof. The integrity of  the 
building remains as the windows are original and much of  the original 
fabric is intact. Surrounding the Old Post Office are artefacts remaining 
from the railway era. These include a railway turntable, the ash pit as 
well as carriages. In the external grounds of  the Old Post Office are 
bush tables and stools to be used by visitors to the Denmark-Nornalup 
Heritage Trail.

History
Construction Date: 1926
Architect: 
Builder: 
The Denmark Post Office was constructed in 1926 in a prominent 
position on Strickland Street, not far from the current Bankwest building 
and in a similar location to the current post office. However, it was sited 
much closer to the road. 

When a new building was proposed in 1987, it was decided to relocate 
the original building to its current site. The complex operation of  the 
removal and relocation of  the building captivated the town and the very 
slow task was successfully completed in 1987.

Significance
Historic Theme: Transport & Communications
Sub Theme:  Mail services
This building has aesthetic, social and historic heritage significance. It 
is a good example of  the quality architecture erected in country towns 
by the P.M.G. Dept. The Post Offices have always been a focus for the 
life of  the town, reinforced by the telephone exchange function and the 
presence of  mail boxes. The moving of  the building and its use as a 
child care centre is a good example of  the common practice of  shifting 
and recycling buildings. Today (2009) it is the Spirit of  Play school  
K to Year 1. 

Level of Significance
Considerable 
Very important to the heritage of  the locality. High degree of  integrity/ 
authenticity. Conservation of  the place is highly desirable. Any alterations 
or extensions should reinforce the significance of  the place.

Supporting Information
B McGuinness, The rainbow arch : celebrating 50 years of  kindergarten in 
Denmark, 1957-2007, Denmark WA : Cinnamon Coloureds, 2008.

Assessment Date 1999
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level of significance

TOWN

Place Record Form | TOWN

Place Details
Place Name: Station Master’s House
Other Name:  Kindergarten and Lions Building
Place Type: Education building
Original Use: Station Master’s house
Current Use:  Community Groups, 
Lot/Location No.: Reserve 33027/ Lot 1012
Address:  952 Crellin Street 
Locality: Denmark
Map Reference:  
HCWA Number: 
ASS Number: 3140 

Description:
Walls: Timber
Roof: Tiles
Condition: Good
Integrity: Most

Exceptional Station Master’s House
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The house was a traditional stud-framed timber construction with a tiled 
roof. The building has been twice moved, and the roof  has been replaced 
with Colorbond. 

It was relocated in 2007 to its present site on the railway reserve by the 
river mouth. 

History
Construction Date:  1928 

relocated 1965
Architect: 
Builder: 
The Stationmaster’s House was built in 1928, in preparation for the 
opening of  the Denmark-Nornalup railway the following year. The 
railway itself  was an extension of  the line that already existed between 
Albany and Denmark, which was originally part of  the timber-cutting 
industry pioneered by the Millar Brothers in the late 19th century. 

The house was part of  a complete railway station complex which 
consisted of  the station building, the stationmaster’s house, barracks, 
three sets of  lines, ashpit, turntable, stock yards and good sheds.

The station itself  was just to the west of  the Denmark River, at the 
mouth to Wilson Inlet. The line crossed the Denmark River via a newly-
constructed timber bridge.

The House was surrounded by a pretty garden and it was located in an 
attractive forest setting.

The responsibilities of  the Stationmaster were many. He had the 
duties to schedule the movements of  trains and to record the goods 
that they carried, collected and dropped off. He needed to know the 
safety requirements, rules and regulations of  the Western Australian 
Government Railways (WAGR) which was the government authority in 
charge of  railway operations. One of  the Stationmasters in Denmark, JE 
Sanderson, who was employed there from August 1946 to January 1951, 
was the father of  the Governor of  Western Australia, Lieut-General 
John Sanderson (2000-05).

The house was originally located on Lot 1085 (2) Hollings Road. It was 
relocated to Lot 1792, on the corner of  Ocean Beach Road and South 
Coast Highway in 1963 and adapted for use as the Denmark Kindergarten. 
It was later replaced near its original site at the Denmark River mouth 
on the railway reserve. It is presently (2010) used by community groups.

Significance
Historic Theme:  Transport and Communication 

Community efforts
Sub Theme:   Rail transport 

Education
The building has aesthetic significance in that it is of  traditional timber 
construction and it is sited in an attractive area of  coastal karri forest, 
which is typical of  the region. It has been relocated to its original position.

Station Master’s House when it was located 
on the corner of Ocean Beach Road and 
South Coast Highway.

Station Master’s House in its original 
location.
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The building has historic significance due to its strong connection with 
the railway that ran to and through Denmark from its earliest days. 
Specifically, it holds strong memories of  the Denmark – Nornalup line 
that ran from 1929 to 1957. The stationmaster’s role was of  paramount 
importance in the successful running of  the railway and the subsequent 
communication links between the township of  Denmark and the remote 
settlements to its west. The Group Settlers especially found the railway 
vital in the transport of  provisions and medical services. 

Stationmasters became obsolete once the railway closed in 1957, but the 
building retained its historical significance when it became the Denmark 
Kindergarten in 1963 and played a key role in the early childhood 
education of  many Denmark residents.

The building has representative significance in that it is one of  many 
buildings in Denmark that has been relocated, not once but twice. The 
traditional timber construction, using the produce of  the local area, is 
ideally suited to relocation and allows significant buildings in Denmark 
to retain their utility despite their age.

Level of Significance
Exceptional
Essential to the heritage of  the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
The place should be retained and conserved unless there is no feasible 
and prudent alternative to doing otherwise. Any alterations or extensions 
should reinforce the significance of  the place, and be in accordance with 
a Conservation Plan (if  one exists for the place).

Supporting Information
B McGuinness, 100 years of  chalk dust; Denmark 1896-1996, Denmark, 
WA: Cinnamon Coloureds, 1996.
R McGuinness, Elleker – Denmark – Nornalup; the railway extended west but 
never met …, Denmark, WA: Cinnamon Coloureds, 2007.
B McGuinness, The rainbow arch: celebrating 50 years of  kindergarten in 
Denmark, 1957-2007, Denmark WA: Cinnamon Coloureds, 2008.

Assessment Date 1999
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Place Details
Place Name: Denmark River Railway Bridge
Other Name:  
Place Type: Rail Bridge
Original Use: Railway link Torbay to Albany
Current Use:  Part of a Heritage Trail
Lot/Location No.: Reserve 41815
Address:  Cnr Hollings Road/ Inlet Drive
Locality: Denmark
Map Reference:  
HCWA Number: 3394
ASS Number: 3027

Description:
Walls: Timber piers
Roof: 
Condition: Good
Integrity: Much

Denmark River Railway 
Bridge

Exceptional
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The Denmark Railway Bridge is located near the mouth of  the river.

History
Construction Date: 1929
Architect: 
Builder: 
The single span steel frame bridge, supported by timber piers, carried a 
single 3’6” gauge railway line across the Denmark River. The southwest 
end entered the Denmark Station yards. The tracks have since been 
removed and replaced by a concrete surface. Handrails have been added 
to provide protection for pedestrian traffic.

Significance
Historic Theme: Transport and communication
Sub Theme:  Rail transport
The Denmark River Railway Bridge has aesthetic and historic heritage 
significance. It played an integral part in Denmark’s economic development 
by forming part of  the rail link from Albany to Denmark and then on to 
Nornalup. The bridge now forms part of  a Shire sponsored heritage trail 
- the Mokare Trail. The trail is utilised by tourists and the bridge provides 
an historically interesting highlight. 

Level of Significance
Exceptional
Essential to the heritage of  the locality. Rare or outstanding example. 
The place should be retained and conserved unless there is no feasible 
and prudent alternative to doing otherwise. Any alterations or extensions 
should reinforce the significance of  the place, and be in accordance with 
a Conservation Plan (if  one exists for the place).

Supporting Information
R McGuinness, Elleker – Denmark – Nornalup; the railway extended west but 
never met …, Denmark, WA: Cinnamon Coloureds, 2007.

Previous Listing

Assessment Date 1999
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8.5.3 DENMARK RAILWAY STATION NO. 3 RESERVE - HERITAGE PRECINCT 
CONCEPT PLAN 

File Ref: A3140 
Applicant / Proponent: Not applicable 

Subject Land / Locality: 
Reserve No. 30277 & portion of Lot 1083 of Reserve 14376, 952 
Crellin Street, Denmark 
Denmark Railway Station No. 3 Reserve 

Disclosure of Officer Interest: Nil 
Date: 3 April 2013 
Author: Claire Thompson, Executive Assistant 
Authorising Officer: Dale Stewart, Chief Executive Officer 

Attachments: 

8.5.3 a) – Draft Denmark Railway Heritage Concept Plan 
8.5.3 b) – 1944 Plan of site 
8.5.3 c) – Extract from Council Minutes 25 September 2012 
8.5.3 d) – Submissions 
8.5.3 e) – Map showing the Proposed Extension to Denmark 
Machinery Restoration Group lease area. 

  

 
 Summary: 

Council is asked to consider the submissions received in relation to the draft Denmark 
Railway Heritage Precinct Concept Plan, with respect to Council managed Reserve 
No. 30277 & portion of Reserve 14376 (being Lot 1083), bounded by Inlet Drive, 
Crellin Street and Hollings Road, and determine changes required to the Concept Plan 
and consider maintenance / remediation to the site which the Officer believes are 
required prior to the conclusion of the Concept Plan process. 
 
Background: 
 
Aerial of the Reserve. 

 
Figure 1 – 952 Crellin Street, Reserve 30277 

The purpose of the Reserve (numbered 30277) is ‘Historical Precinct, Recreation and 
Community Purposes’. The Railway Precinct is listed on Council’s Municipal Heritage 
Inventory (MHI) as being of Exceptional Significance which states it is “Essential to the 
heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. The place should be retained and 
conserved unless there is no feasible and prudent alternative to doing otherwise. Any 

ea
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alterations or extensions should reinforce the significance of the place and be in 
accordance with a Conservation Plan (if one exists for the place).” 
 
At its meeting held on the 22 March 2011 Council dealt with the possible demolition of 
the former Railway Station Building (currently utilised as the Denmark Bowling Club) 
and resolved as follows (Resolution No. 200311); 
 
 “That with respect to the request of the Denmark Bowling Club that Council support 
both the principle of demolition of their existing Clubhouse, being the former Denmark 
Railway Station Building, and also a one third cash contribution to a new Clubhouse at 
the location, Council respond as follows; 
1. That Council does not support the proposed demolition of the current building; 
2. That Council is prepared to consider supporting applications for grants for a new 

Clubhouse at the current site to a maximum cash and or in-kind value of one-third, 
plus additional self-supporting loans, only if the Club can demonstrate to Council’s 
satisfaction that it can meet its projected long term debt and ongoing commitments 
and has undertaken all necessary planning for the project.   

3. That Council staff inspect the building with a view to helping Council and the Club 
determine its structural integrity and suitability for relocation and or modification. 

4. If the Club wishes to proceed with planning for a new building on the site, that prior 
to part 2 being determined or considered, Council staff prepare for Council’s 
consideration a draft concept plan for the Railway Heritage Precinct 
accommodating a relocated Railway Station Building for the purposes of 
undertaking community consultation.” 

 
At its meeting held on the 25 September 2012, Council resolved as follows (Resolution 
190912). A copy of the Report is attached; 
 
“That the draft Concept Plan, comprising Reserve 30277 (Lot 952), portion of Reserve 
14376 (Lot 1083) and the unconstructed portion of the adjoining Hollings Road 
Reserve, for the Denmark Railway Station Heritage Precinct be advertised for public 
comment in the Administration Office, Denmark Library and Denmark Bulletin for a 
period of 60 days and specifically forwarded to the following identified organisations / 
businesses seeking written comment on the plan in general as well as on the 
opportunity to submit an expression of interest in relation to utilising the proposed 
relocated Railway Station Building (Community Groups only);  

1. Denmark Historical Society Inc. 
2. Denmark Lions Cub Inc. 
3. Wilgie View Learning Centre Inc. (Spirit of Play) 
4. Denmark Machinery Restoration Group Inc. 
5. Denmark Tourism Inc. 
6. Denmark Chamber of Commerce Inc. 
7. Denmark Weed Action Group Inc. 
8. Denmark Yacht Club Inc. 
9. Denmark Woodturners Inc. 
10. The lessees of the Denmark Rivermouth Caravan Park.” 

 
The purpose of the Concept Plan was to define, discuss and / or explore the following 
aspects; 

 The name of the Reserve which has been officially named by Council as the 
‘Denmark Railway Station No. 3  Reserve’. 

 A draft ‘Vision’ for the reserve to guide Shire of Denmark and Community 
usage of the reserve in keeping with Heritage Railway precinct (its railway and 
timber heritage). 

 Acknowledgement of the existing uses (and leased areas) including the Lions 
Lair, Denmark Yacht Club Shed, Denmark Machinery & Restoration Group, 
Sprit of Play School (Old Post Office) and heritage artefacts. 
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 Exploring additional, indicative only, long term / future complementary uses and 
potential building sites and uses such as a ‘Men’s Shed’, possibly in the 
relocated former Railway Station. 

 Exploring the potential for signage and interpretation elements. 
 Plotting (not surveying) existing assets on the reserve including, for context and 

connectivity, the adjoining footpath on Inlet Drive and reference to Inlet Drive, 
Hollings Rd and Crellin St. 

 Refurbishing the old rail ‘turntable’, ash pits and railway carriages as safe ‘play’ 
and interpretative elements (and noting the possibility of grants to achieve this). 

 Concept perspectives of the (to be) relocated and (to be) restored ‘Railway 
Station’ building (much of the present Denmark Bowling Clubhouse). 

 Commentary on the ‘borders’ of the plan exploring opportunities to create 
design guides, planting, landscaping, features and parameters to include future 
constructions in keeping with the theme and vision of the reserve (railway and 
timber heritage). 

 Conceptual usage of different aspects of the reserve, both now and into the 
future, and how they interconnect with roads, car parking, seating, trails and 
paths. 

 The potential for a Trails Hub facility exciting users to explore the various trails 
of the Shire including specifically the trails that are immediately accessible 
adjacent or within the reserve, those being; 

 Munda Biddi Trail 
 Bibbulmun Track 

 Denmark-Nornalup Heritage Rail Trail 
 Karri Walk Trail 
 Heritage Walk Trail 
 Mokare Walk Trail. 

 
Comment: 

Pursuant to Council’s Resolution No. 190912, the draft Concept Plan was advertised 
and also sent to relevant, identified stakeholders seeking comment. 
 
Fourteen (14) submissions were received and are attached. 
 
Whilst not all were unanimously supported, there were a number of themes noted by 
the Officer in the submissions which are listed below; 

 

 The re-location of the former Railway Station (current Bowling Clubhouse) to its 
original location on the reserve is supported; 

 The former Railway Station should be positioned as close as possible to its original 
location; 

 Have the Railway Station as a museum, and possible future kiosk / visitor 
information desk – rather than a community “hall” or “centre”; 

 Consider the future provision of public toilet facilities; 
 Further consideration of additional car parking – number of bays and location within 

the reserve including angled parking off Crellin Street needs to be amended to the 
correct angle; 

 Possible re-opening of old access route off Crellin Street – to allow for a second 
exit / entrance particularly in relation to emergency situations; 

 Provision of picnic areas for families and visitors; 
 Ensuring harmonic, co-existence of heritage & tourist precinct – predominant use of 

reserve being for heritage preservation and information whilst creating an area 
which serves as a tourist attraction coupled with a recreation area for public use – 
picnic areas, nature play areas and the like with connectivity with major walk trails; 

 Possible re-location of other historic buildings throughout the district particularly 
those that may have heritage value / significance to the reserve; 
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 Potential for future tourist related commercial venture – kiosk, miniature rail ride 
(with motorised train with rubber wheels, not necessarily via rail line), tours and the 
like; 

 Vegetation considerations – removal of some invasive species and protection and 
retention of other species (eg, zamia palms). 

 Valuable resource with great potential.  Requires careful planning. 
 Maintenance issues – who will look after the site. 
 Some comment that the existing Community School, and/or its potential expansion, 

is not in keeping with the potential or intended use of the reserve. 
 The suggestion of the establishment of a Working Group of relevant stakeholders 

and existing leaseholders. 
 There were a number of other suggestions which due to them not demonstrating 

how they will be achieved or sustained, have not been addressed (for example, the 
development of mini golf on the site). 
 

OFFICER COMMENT ON SOME OF THE ISSUES RAISED IN THE SUBMISSIONS; 
 

 The relocation of the former Railway Station to an area on the Reserve which is 
closer (than shown on the Concept Plan) to its original location is supported. 
The use of this building is proposed to be ‘community’ with the potential lessees 
yet to be identified. 
 

 Public Toilet facilities on the Reserve are not considered to be imperative in the 
foreseeable future.  There is a public ablution block located at the Rivermouth 
Caravan which is within walking distance and appropriate signage to this affect 
could be installed on the Reserve. 
 

 Angled parking on Crellin Street requires correcting on the next version of the 
Concept Plan. 
 

 The access road off Hollings Road (opposite the Tidy Town Park) was closed 
off recently upon agreement of the Lessor and the Lessees due to possible / 
potential conflicts between vehicles, pedestrians (trail users) and more 
importantly, children. 

 
 Agree that there is the potential to relocate other heritage buildings within the 

Shire of Denmark to the site however the Officer believes that this should be 
assessed on a case by case basis to ensure that buildings are not simply 
‘dumped’ or purchased for the sake of retaining them if they are dilapidated 
and/or of no viable or ongoing use to the Community. 
 

 The establishment of a Friends of Reserve, Working Group or User Group at 
this stage would seem premature given that Council is still at the early concept 
plan stage and there are no funds identified in the Long Term Financial Plan for 
the development of the Reserve. 

 
 The Denmark Weed Action Group (DWAG) who have noted the invasion of a 

number of species on the reserve which upon inspection presented particular 
concern to the Officer in relation to the Morning Glory Vine (Ipomea indica) 
which is infesting a lot of the vegetation to the south western side of the DMRG.  
This would also be the location which could be where the former Railway 
Station is relocated to - given that it is the location ‘closest’ to its original ‘home’. 

 
There are also a number of Karri Trees which are re-shooting from stumps 
(base) which the DWAG recommend should be removed as they are potentially 
unsafe. 
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If the site is potentially going to be a tourist / community / heritage area and 
Council adapt the area in line with the principles of the Concept Plan then it is 
recommended that these invasive weeds and/or unsafe vegetation be 
addressed. In most cases eradication of weed species requires many months, if 
not years, to control and it is recommended that this problem be addressed 
now to ensure that there is no further damage to native vegetation and that 
there is sufficient time to control/remove the offending plants. 
 

 The concept for an additional future access to the reserve near the proposed 
siting of the relocated Railway Station is supported. This was a former access 
road. 
 

 It is noted that the Concept Plan is not in the Denmark River Flood Fringe 
mapping. 

 
 The Lessees currently maintain their leased portion of the Reserve whilst 

Council maintains the rest, as it does with its other reserves.  It is considered 
that this will continue. This said, there is no specific allocation in the Council’s 
current (or previous) budgets for this reserve. 

 
 The Denmark Machinery Restoration Group have requested an increase to 

their lease area of approximately 3,600 sqm.  This will accommodate the 
potential relocation of the former Pig Sale Shed to the site, pursuant to its 
Council’s Resolution No. 170912 which reads; 

 
That with respect to the Denmark Machinery Restoration Group Inc.’s (DMRG) 
request to relocate the shed from the former saleyards on 13 (Lot 300) (cnr 
South Coast Highway and Denmark-Mt Barker Road), to the Heritage Precinct 
on Reserve 30277 (952 Crellin Street, Denmark), Council; 
1. Approve in principle the removal, relocation and restoration of the shed 

upon the expiry of the current leases for Lot 300, the last one being 31 
December 2015, subject to there being no concerns received from the 
Denmark Historical Society and the works being carried out at the cost of 
the DMRG; and 

2. Approve in principle to the re-erection of the shed on Reserve 30277, 
subject to it being placed within the lease area of the DMRG and subject to 
the group obtaining demolition, planning and building approvals (prior to 
removing the shed from Lot 300); 

3. Advise that it is prepared to consider a reasonable extension of the area 
leased by the DMRG to accommodate the relocation of the shed, if 
required. 

 
Attached is a copy of the proposed extended lease area. 

 
OTHER OFFICER COMMENTS  
 

 The Reserve was formally named the Denmark No. 3 Railway Station Reserve 
as part of the Council’s Centenary Celebrations, pursuant to Council Resolution 
No. 270911 and subsequently endorsed by the Geographical Names 
Committee.  This name should be depicted on the draft Concept Plan. 

 The Concept Plan only shows a portion (albeit a majority) of Reserve 30277 
and encompasses a portion of Reserve 14376 (being Lot 1083).  This should 
be clarified on the draft Concept Plan. 

 Crellin Street is significantly not constructed on its gazetted alignment and if the 
Council wished to correct this it would need to either reconstruct the road on its 
correct alignment resulting in significant loss of vegetation or acknowledge its 
current location and seek formalisation of this from State Land Services which 
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would result in the need to formally close a portion of the existing gazetted road 
reserve such that the closed portion of the road reserve is either amalgamated 
into the Council Reserve No. 15513 (to the north west) or more logically, with 
Reserve No. 30277.  

 The gazetted Road Reserves (shown below in pink) are neither constructed or 
used and it is recommended that Council initiate the closure of these road 
reserves. 

 Whilst the concept is meritorious, the development of a dedicated museum 
(with kiosk), at the site, is not supported until or if a community group 
demonstrates that such a facility or use would be sustainable and operated 
without an inordinate ongoing subsidy by the Ratepayers.  This 
notwithstanding, it is noted that community groups / lessees that incorporate 
interpretation of the heritage of the reserve or artefacts of a cultural, heritage 
nature, within the ordinary activities of the lessee are encouraged.  Similarly 
opportunities to support community groups and Lessees seeking grants to 
refurbish historic elements in keeping with heritage of the rail background of the 
reserve are supported. 

 
Map showing the location of the Reserve. 

 
Figure 2 - 952 Crellin Street (showing Lot 1085 also) 

KEY 
 

Yellow – Whole of Reserve 30277 
Pink – Unconstructed Gazetted Road Reserves 
Blue – Lot 1083, portion of Reserve 14376 
Red – Portion of land the subject of the proposed ‘amended’ Concept Plan. 
 
FORMER RAILWAY STATION (CURRENT BOWLING CLUB) 
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Part 3 of Council’s Resolution No. 200311 which states; 
“That Council staff inspect the building with a view to helping Council and the Club 
determine its structural integrity and suitability for relocation and or modification.” 
 
Council’s Principal Building Surveyor inspected the premises and determined that the 
building would most likely be able to be relocated however it is recommended that an 
inspection and quote be obtained from a professional removalist to confirm this and to 
provide a quote for the cost of relocating the building from its current site (Reserve  
 
In addition, the inspection noted that three of the existing walls no longer exist.  This is 
also highlighted in Council’s Municipal Heritage Inventory (MHI) which states; 
 
“Significance 
Historic Theme: Community Efforts 
Sub Theme:  Recreational Institutions 
Over the years alterations have taken place by filing in the old verandah and including 
it in the Clubroom but the essential character of the buildings remains as it was”.   
 
Level of Significance 
Considerable: 
Very important to the heritage of the locality.  High degree of integrity / authenticity.  
Conservation of the place is highly desirable.  Any alterations or extensions should 
reinforce the significance of the place”. 
 
The Riverside Project Team advises that the likely timing for them to require the 
removal of their Clubhouse (the former Railway Station) would be October 2014 
(assuming it is supported with the current Federal Government RDA Round 3 grant 
application).  The proposed cost of the relocation and restumping of the building is 
included in the Riverside Project supported by Council at its meeting of the 27 
November 2012 (Resolution No. 151112). 
 
GENERAL COMMENTS ON THE RESERVE 
 
During an inspection of the site the Officer noticed a number of issues that need to be 
addressed, ideally prior to the conclusion of the adoption of a final Concept Plan.  
 

 The (former) Ash Pit (not shown on the Concept Plan), the Author believes, 
poses a high risk of liability for Council, particularly given the close proximity to 
the Spirit of Play Community School and the proposed, future “nature play 
areas”.  As shown in the photo below, the pit sits below an old, disused carriage 
and is approximately 1.5 metres deep. The pit is made of concrete, holds water 
in some areas and whilst there is little risk of the area collapsing, the old 
carriage could present a risk in its current state. 

 
It is recommended that, rather than fill it in, this area should be fenced off, even 
if just around the Ash Pit.  This way the heritage “artefact” could still be viewed 
by tourists / visitors but the ‘danger’ associated with the item would be greatly 
reduced until it was eventually restored. 
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 There are at least three (3) broken, wooden picnic tables.  Two (2) of these are 
located in very overgrown areas and are unlikely to be used.  The other one is 
unable to be used. These were originally built by the Denmark Weed Action 
Group. It is recommended that these be removed for aesthetic and safety 
reasons. 

 

  
 

 
 

 To the western side of the Denmark Machinery Restoration Group (DMRG) 
Shed, between the pathway and the semi dry creek bed there is another 
wooden structure with rusted pieces of metal (tin) barely stuck to it.  The Officer 
believes that these pieces of rusted metal could pose a risk and recommends 
that they be removed.  The wooden structure itself appears to be fairly good 
condition and could remain it situ. 
 

 In the same vicinity, there are a number of pieces of steel / metal which are 
partially hidden by overgrown vegetation.  These items (the Officer is unsure 
what they used to be) are broken and rusted and the Officer believes that, 
whilst they are ‘off the beaten track’ they could pose a risk to members of the 
public.  It is recommended that the CEO liaise with the Denmark Historical 
Society and the DMRG to ascertain whether they are aware of any historical 
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significance of the items and if so seek a solution to their location and condition.  
If it is determined that they are of no historical significance to the site then 
either donate the metal to the DMRG or dispose of it accordingly. 

 
Note: this area is also the site which is closest to the original Station site and 
therefore, should Council agree to locate the building back to and as close to its 
original location, this area would need to be cleared anyway. 

 

 There is a Horse Hitching Rail on Crellin Street (picture below) which is in 
disrepair.  The Officer believes that this is currently used by horse riders along 
the trail and recommends that the rail be repaired. 

 
 

 A stone fireplace (BBQ), built many years ago but the Denmark Weed Action 
Group, exists at the north, west end of the reserve.  As shown in the picture 
below, this BBQ is surrounded by leaf and bark debris and the Officer believes 
that this could, possibly pose a fire hazard if utilised.  It is recommended that 
Council request the CEO to remove the structure as existing electric BBQs are 
located on the opposite reserve (being the Tidy Town Park) which is only some 
40 metres away. 

 

 
 

 The vegetation to the south, western side of the Reserve is very dense and 
would likely benefit from a prescribed burning.  The Officer has sought 
comment from the Denmark Weed Action Group (DWAG) in relation to this and 
whether there would be a potential risk to the Zamia Palms in that vicinity and 
was advised that it is highly likely that the palms would survive a burn given 
their robust nature. 

 
Consultation: 

The draft Concept Plan was advertised; 
 in the Denmark Bulletin in December 2012 and January 2013; 
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 on Council’s website; 
 on Council’s Notice Boards (Administration Office & Library); 
 in the foyer of the Administration Office. 

 
Letters were also sent to relevant stakeholders and existing leaseholders pursuant to 
Council’s Resolution No. 190912. 

 
Statutory Obligations:   

Nil 
 
Policy Implications: 

The Council's adopted Municipal Heritage Inventory records place record forms for 
several sites / buildings involved on or with the precinct are attached. 
 
These include place record forms; 

 Old Railway Station (current Bowling Club on Reserve 20403); 
 Railway Precinct; 
 Former Post Office (current Sprit of Play Community School); 
 Station Master House (current Lions Lair); and 
 Denmark River Railway Bridge (subject to a current restoration grant project 

scheduled for completion in calendar year 2013. 
 

Council’s Consultation Policy P040123 relates and has been considered in developing 
the proposed consultation referred to in the Officer Recommendation. 
 
Budget / Financial Implications: 

If Council adopt the concept is adopted there may be assistance required to support 
the aspirations of community groups occupying (at present or into the future) the 
Reserve to achieve the visions ascribed in the Plan. Such assistance would generally 
be in the way of assisting to leverage government grants that fulfil the collective aims 
of both the group(s) and the Plan. The development of the Reserve can then occur as 
and when Council and Community or Government funds become available.  
 
The key is the development of a Concept Plan that guides development into the future. 
There are currently no indications on the plan of ‘when’ the ultimate development is 
proposed to be completed as the actions would generally be to support the community 
or community groups as opportunities arise. 
 
The cost of amending the Concept Plan as per the Officer’s suggestions within the 
report are expected to be approximately $1,000 which will need to be considered in the 
2013/14 financial year if it cannot be accommodated within existing budget lines. 
 
The Lessees currently maintain their leased area whilst Council maintains the rest of 
the reserve however there is no specific allocation in Council’s budget for this work (eg. 
mowing, clearing etc…).  The cost to Council at present is negligible and would 
continue to be so until Council funded any ‘development’, if any, of the ‘public’ 
elements of the precinct. The majority of the site will continue to be maintained by the 
lessees. 
 
Strategic Implications: 

The subject land is listed in the Heritage Schedule of the Council's Town Planning 
Scheme and Council should consider all proposals for development in accordance with 
any Heritage Policies that it has in place from time to time.  
 
The return on the original Railway Station Building, to a position as close as possible to 
its original location, could be achieved if the Council so desired. It is noted that the 
current Concept Plan shows the Building being relocated to the North East of the 
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Reserve (some 100m east of its original location). A majority of the submissions 
suggested that the building could be moved closer still to its original location.  This 
should be addressed in the next version of the plan. 
 
The opportunity also exists for Council to enter into discussions with other community 
groups, such as the Denmark Woodturners, about potentially relocating to the 
Reserve, in time, to further create a heritage / tourist ‘hub’ centred around activities 
with a timber and rail heritage theme. 
 
If Council were to advertise the opportunity to assist with the relocation of the former 
Railway Station building to the Railway Precinct, the Officer is of the view that there 
would be community organisations who would be interested in using the building once 
on site and fit for use. 

 
Such an outcome would serve both the Ratepayers (and also the benefiting community 
group) and would, in the opinion of the Officer, be well received by potential grant 
providers looking to assist with community activities and particularly those involving the 
preservation / restoration of heritage assets. 
 
The principle of seeking ‘expression of interest’ from potential community groups, who 
could benefit from the Railway Station Building, might be premature unless; 

 the Council is aware of an existing community group that it strategically 
considers could relocate to this location of offer the former Railway Station to 
them; and/or 

 the Riverside Clubs Project is successful with their existing RDA grant and the 
proposed CSRFF Grant. 

 
The opportunity to create a Heritage Precinct has significant merit, is supported by the 
adopted Municipal Heritage Inventory and the Reserve already has a number of 
‘artefacts’ and heritage buildings that relate to the site and/or era.  
 
The return of the Railway Station Building and, indeed, other heritage buildings (in a 
useable condition) would complement this. 
 
In the Officer’s opinion, the confluence of important resident and visitor servicing; trails, 
combined with the heritage elements of the precinct and its location, at the Rivermouth, 
makes the Reserve an extremely important long term asset that deserves appropriate 
planning and ‘guidance’ which helps achieve the overall ‘vision’ for the reserve and 
avoid ad-hoc decision making. 
 
With a number of heritage buildings and community ‘space’ the Reserve could also 
develop into a long term opportunity for another community market space. 
 
Another important consideration addressed by some of the submitters was that of the 
potential expansion of the existing community run pre-primary in the former Post Office 
building.  The lease for his facility to the Shire of Denmark currently runs to 30 
November 2013 and derives the only income to Council from the Reserve being 
$8,200 (plus GST) per annum. 
 
Sustainability Implications: 
 Environmental: 

There are no known significant economic considerations relating to the report or officer 
recommendation. 
 
 Economic: 

The development of a heritage precinct at the Reserve has the potential to further the 
Shire’s tourism ‘product’ through the celebration and recognition of the role that timber 
and rail served in the development of the district and Denmark townsite specifically. 
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 Social: 
The development of a heritage precinct at the Reserve has the potential to provide a 
cohesive and coordinated outlet for the celebration and recognition of the role that 
timber and rail served in the development of the district, the Denmark townsite 
specifically together with the imperative connectivity it enabled during the early Group 
Settlement days. 
 

The opportunity exists to further consolidate the Reserve as a community space 
through the connection of people of all ages by utilising the heritage and natural assets 
that presently exist and as well as those that might be ‘refurbished’ or restored on the 
Reserve in the future. 
 
The draft Concept Plan attempts to encourage intergenerational connectivity through 
utilising the heritage assets as ‘heritage and nature play’ elements.  
 
Voting Requirements: 

Simple majority. 
 
 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION & OFFICER RECOMMENDATION ITEM 8.5.3 
MOVED: CR MORRELL SECONDED: CR SEENEY 
 

That with respect to the draft Concept Plan, comprising Reserve 30277 (Lot 952), 
portion of Reserve 14376 (Lot 1083) and the unconstructed portion of the adjoining 
Hollings Road Reserve, for the Denmark No. 3 Railway Station Reserve Heritage 
Precinct, Council; 
1. Thank the submitters for their contributions; 
2. Request the Denmark Weed Action Group to develop a plan to eradicate or at 

least control the invasive tree & weed species identified in their submission as part 
of their annual program of works on Council’s reserves depending upon relative 
priorities; 

3. Agree to extend the Denmark Machinery Restoration Groups request to extend 
their lease area (as shown on the attached drawing) by approximately 3,600sqm; 

4. Consider in the 2013/14 Budget the inclusion of a budget line dedicated to the 
maintenance of the public (non-leased areas) of the Denmark No. 3 Railway 
Station Reserve; 

5. Request a quote from the Architect, Howard and Heaver, to provide a modified 
version of the Concept Plan with amendments as highlighted within the Officer’s 
Report including; 

a. The inclusion of the former Ash Pit; 
b. Adjustment to the proposed location of the former Railway Station – to be 

as close as possible to its original location; 
c. Adjustment to the Denmark Machinery Restoration Group’s leased area to 

reflect the 3,600 sqm extension to the south of their existing building; 
d. Inclusion of the whole area (shown on Figure 2 in red in the Officer Report) 

of the Concept Plan being; 
i. Whole of the Reserve 30277; 
ii. portion of Reserve 14376 (being Lot 1083); 
iii. two (2) unconstructed road reserves on the western & southern 

boundary of Reserve 30277; and 
iv. portion of Reserve 15513 as separated by the incorrectly 

constructed portion of Crellin Street. 
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6. Forward the modified final Concept Plan to all of the existing Lessees and 
submitters for final comment prior to resubmitting to Council for recommended 
adoption. 

7. Request the Chief Executive Officer to; 
a. liaise with Council’s Parks & Gardens Supervisor with respect to ‘treating’ 

the Karri trees which are beginning to re-sprout from their base; 
b. liaise with the Denmark Historical Society and the Denmark Machinery 

Restoration Group (DMRG) as to the historical significance of the metal 
items, hidden within the undergrowth, to the west of the DMRG shed with a 
view to eventually either restoring or removing the items; 

c. refer to Council’s Community Emergency Services Manager the matter of a 
potential prescribed burn of a portion of the reserve for the consideration of 
the Bush Fire Advisory Committee and in their current schedule of 
prescribed burns of Council Reserves. 

d. arrange for the following items to be addressed within the next 12 months, 
particularly if they can be achieved within existing budget lines; 

i. remove the broken, wooden picnic tables; 
ii. repair the Horse Hitching Rail;  
iii. fence off the Ash Pit; and 
iv. removal of the existing stone BBQ in the north / east corner of the 

reserve. 
 

CARRIED: 11/0 Res: 140413 
 

Cr Syme noted some inaccuracies regarding the physical location of the Concept Plan 
and requested that they be corrected for the next version. 
 



;;, 
)~ 
~~ 
'~ 

' ' ' \ \\ -- ·,s:. 
\r ',' ,st 
' " ,, . "' ' - '\ ' ''!fo ~' I ~ 
\~ I\ \-:i, 
I 7- \ \ \ % 1Nl.--e:r HERITA6E TRAIL 

I\\~ \\;:\'\ ' .. :~ '{-\~~ .... -MUNDA-~1DD 1-TRAil_ • 
... r .. .. .. ; 
\ ' ' /"~ , 
' lb " .. ,, '' ....... ! 1

11 ~ HISTCRICAL RAIL WAY 
'~'-11_ ...... .. .. -...) / STATIGIN PREVINVT '.. .. .... 

..... , .... ~ 
\ ' • ' ' \ 

' ',, 
' ' I ,' I, ' ,, 

1"' / f :' .... -.. 'l\l>tt ,' Iii 
' "'ff;:>, I I, 
', 'V\ I I 

', ' A, I I 
.... 'VO-, I I 
', -'\fvA1 I I 
', <.J - I I ....... '-'/-' I I 

........ ""1-t 1fZA\I.- 1' ,' 
"'..._ ,1 I 

l'll'l'lLMUN TRAc-K 

.. ,. _____ .. ,' 

' , ' , 
' I ' ' . ' ' , ' ...... ' , I , 

1/ ,, ' 
I / 

' ' ' ' ' ' I' ,r-----------------" f 

' ' ' I ' , ' , ' , 
• TO , / 

POISON ~,,.., 

POINT 

WILSON 
INLET 

LOCATION PLAN & TRAIL MAP 
NTS 

INDIC-A TIVE 
MAC-HINER . 

EXHIBITION 

I 

I 

\._ ..,,,,...._._' 
-
...-.. """"' 

EXIST. 

\ 
\\~RAILWAY~ / ~ CRANE 1'< MKHINERY 

5 . REST URA TION 
7 SHED 

.. 

- - __,, I I / _,,P~ 
IEL E 

' AWITIONl'L 
. ' ' ' • 

SHED 

\-1~ 

TIMBER EXPORT 

FUTURE 
0Ul'v1MUN ITY USE 

rlKE 

I 1 j !-/ -.J' 

~&~ 
/'- "Uvvr-1"'6 ·-............., 

/ 
~I 

I 
-r ~/INDM ILL 

.,/"' 

I , 

I 
I 

) 
,• 

ll 
/,!II 
I} 
I 

,.:::. ___ ---------
'•. WALK TRAIL TO 

POISON POINT 

0) 
z 
0 
~ 
:r: 

. ' " :.. 

FUTURE ADDITIONAL 
LANDSC-APED MA0HINERY 

EXHIBITION AREA 

EXIST. WALJ<' JPAI[ 

~ 

Concept Plan 

• 

LANDS&APEI' ~ 'I~ 
MKHINERY A • 
EXHlf_) IT IUN f Y/ r PARK 

>, 
\) ( ,,..~/ %ffEN 

'~~~L Fl ANTll'.V'"..,C, 

FffiEST 
VE0EATION 

'-" ... ...... 

INLET DRIVE 

~"""- ~~' 

DENMARK RAILWAY STATION 
,':. . ' ' ' ' 

if""" / ~e,, 

':~/,' , , 

r 

TIMBER LOGGING 

!S·f •• C:. . - . 
- ' .. , ' . . • t ,,, 

..;r-T"'ll ~ .. ·.~ ~I,.! #• - ., i 0 1:;, );""" ...-: ~ . ,,. 
' 

: 
~ 

' 

HURSE 
HITc.111N0 RAIL 

\ \ I' • 

~.....__,,, 

~ 

~ 
t!} 
~ 

I 
I 

I 

- FOREST NATURE 
RAIL HERIT A0E 

PLAYSPA0ES 

"-~ 

FffiEST 
VE0EATION 

-.......... ~ 

HISTffilC- TIMl'ER Pla<J=T 
FENCE ADJA&ENT T 0 

RAILWAY STATION 

PEDESTRIAN&~~ ' """l I~ 
MAINrENANCE ·\. ~ 
KCESS ONLY 

EXISTIN0 
FENC-ED 

Pl.AY0R6WD 

CRt:lL_;N 
s;Rt:t:; 

DENMARK HISTORICAL RAIL WAY STATION PRECINCT 

WORKMAN & HORSES DENMARK 1900 

ii 

---~- - , ...... 
DENMARK RAILWAY STATION 1950 REMNANT RAILWAY RAMPS & BRIDGE PIERS 

l 

IKE RAC.KS 

~ -

FffiEST 
VE0EATION 

~ 

ofJ 
04? 

~((j v 
~av 

I 

I 
I 

I 

EXIST. P10Nl0 & 0AR 
PARK AREA 

I 

Lffr:>ESTRIAN & 
MAINTENANff 
AUESS ONLY ff _:s 

ISTffilC-l'L INTERPRETATION 
POINrS SHONN INDIC-ATIVE 

Shire of Denmark 
Western Australia 

~ 
~ 

iJ 
~ 

&: 

DENMARK RAILWAY 
STATION PRECINCT 
THE FORMER DENMARK RAILWAY STATION WITH IT'S RAILWAY LINES LEADING TO 
ALBANY AND NORNALUP FORMS AN IMPORTANT PART OF DENMARK'S HISTORICAL 
HERITAGE. IT PLAYED A LEADING REGIONAL ROLE IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
TIMBER INDUSTRY AND IT WAS A VITAL PART IN PEOPLES LIVES UNTIL IT'S FINAL 
CLOSURE IN 1957. THIS CONCEPT PLAN PORTRAYS THIS RICH AND INTERESTING 
HISTORY THROUGH THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE FOLLOWING ELEMENTS. 

o A LANDSCAPED PARK ADJACENT TO THE EXISTING MACHINERY SHED WITH 
EXHIBITION SPACES FOR HISTORICAL MACHINERY AND ARTIFACTS 

o THE RELOCATION OF THE OLD RAILWAY STATION BUILDING TO THE NORTH WEST 
OF THE PRECINCT WITH AN OPTION FOR COMMUNITY USE 

o THE DEVELOPMENT OF A NATURE PLAY SPACE WITH PICNIC FACILITIES ALONG 
HOLLINGS ROAD. 

o THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN HISTORICAL INTERPRETATION SYSTEM THROUGHOUT 
THE RAILWAY STATION PRECINCT AND EXTENDING ALONG THE HERITAGE 
RAILWAY TRAIL. 

TRAIL HUB 
THIS AREA HAS A NATURAL CONVERGENCE OF WALKING AND BRIDLE TRAILS, WHICH 
ADDS SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE LIFESTYLE AND RECREATIONAL VALUE OF THE AREA. 
THIS CONNECTIVITY IS A GREAT ASSET FOR THE FACILITY. 

LANDSCAPE 
PLANTINGS WITHIN THE PRECINCT ARE TO BE INDIGENOUS SPECIES WITH AN 
EMPHASIS ON COLOURFUL WILDFLOWERS WHICH WOULD BE AT THEIR BEST IN 
SPRING. INDIGENOUS COLOURFUL WILDFLOWERS AND SMALL SHRUBS INCLUDE: -
Acacia pulchella, Bossiaea aquifolium, Boronia gracilipes, Chorizema species, Dampiera species, 
Hovea trisperma, Hibberlia species, Kennedia coccinea, Leschenaultia biloba, Oxylobium 
capitatum and Trymalium floribundum. FEATURE TREES WITHIN THE PRECINCT COULD BE 
Corymbia ficifolia KNOWN FOR ITS SPECTACULAR RED BLOSSOMS OVER THE SUMMER 
MONTHS. 
THE VIEW!NG PLAY TOWERS LOCATED WITHIN THE PRECINCT COULD FEATURE 
INDIGENOUS CLIMBING PLANTS SUCH AS Clematis pubescens (OLD MAN'S BEARD) AND 
Hardenbergia comptoniana (NATIVE WISTERIA) WHICH FLOWER IN SPRING. 
CONSIDER FORMATION OF A 'FRIENDS OF DENMARK HISTORICAL RAILWAY STATION 
PRECINCT' TO TACKLE THE REMOVAL OF WEEDY SPECIES IN PARTICULAR Robinia 
pseudoacacia WHICH ARE CURRENTLY DOMINATING THE VEGETATION ALONG THE 
HERITAGE RAILWAY TRAIL. SUCH A GROUP COULD ALSO BE INVOLVED IN 
REVEGETATING THE EXISTING CREEK BED WITH RUSHES AND SEDGES AND THE 
ESTABLISHMENT OF BUFFER AND SCREEN PLANTINGS WITHIN THE PRECINCT. 

HISTORICAL INTERPRETATION FOR CHILDREN 
CHILDREN ARE NATURALLY HIGHLY INTERESTED IN THEIR SURROUNDING WORLD AND 
LOVE DISCOVERING AND LEARNING ABOUT IT'S HISTORY. THEREFORE THE 
HISTORICAL INTERPRETATION IN PLAY AREAS WILL BE CHILD SENSITIVE, INTERACTIVE 
AND FOLLOW THE TOUCH AND FEEL BASED 'LEARNING THROUGH PLAY' PHILOSOPHY. 
THE DELIVERY OF HISTORICAL FACTS TO CHILDREN IN PLAY AREAS COULD BE 
ACHIEVED THROUGH SCULPTURES, HISTORICAL MACHINERY & STRUCTURES AS WELL 
AS THE USE OF MATERIALS & TEXTURES REFLECTING UPON THE LIFE DURING THE 
19TH & 20TH CENTURY IN DENMARK, AT THE 'MILLARS' TIMBER MILLS, THE TRAIN 
STATION AND THE TIMBER LOGGING AREAS. MACHINERY AND TOOLS LOCATED IN 
PLAYSPACES SHOULD BE MADE ACCESSIBLE FOR EXPLORATION, ADVENTURES, 
LEARNING & PLAY. 

'NATURE PLAY' 
'NATURE PLAY' IS A WORLD WIDE MOVEMENT TO IMPROVE CHILDREN'S PLAY 
OPPORTUNITIES AND TO DEVELOP STIMULATI NG PLAY ENVIRONMENTS FOR 
CHILDREN. 

'NATURE PLAY' IS BASED ON RESEARCH INTO CHILD HEAL TH AND WELLBEING, WHICH 
HAS REVEALED, THAT A VARIETY OF FACTORS SUCH AS URBAN SPRAWL, 
STANDARDIZATION OF PARKS AND PLAYGROUNDS, DIMINISHING CONTACT WITH 
NATURE AS WELL AS THE INCREASE OF COMPUTER BASED ACTIVITIES MAY HAVE 
CAUSED PROBLEMS AND DEFICIENCIES (SUCH AS OBESITY, SEDENTARY BEHAVIOUR 
AND DEPRESSION) FOR SOME CHILDREN WHILE GROWING UP DUE TO A LACK OF 
STIMULATION, LACK OF UNSTRUCTURED PLAY AND LACK OF PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES. 

THE VALUE OF NATURAL PLAYSPACES 
RESEARCH HAS ALSO SHOWN, THAT UNSTRUCTURED PLAY IN NATURAL OR 
SEMI-NATURAL ENVIRONMENTS ENHANCE CHILDREN'S DEVELOPMENT, INTEREST, 
IMAGINATION AND CONNECTION WITH NATURE. NATURAL SPACES ALSO 
SPONTANEOUSLY STIMULATE HIGH LEVELS OF PHYSICALLY ACTIVE PLAY IN CHILDREN 
AND IT ALSO INCREASED THE LEVEL OF SOCIAL INTERACTION, COOPERATION AND 
ACCEPTANCE IN BETWEEN CHILDREN. 

NATURAL PLAY ENVIRONMENTS 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENTS ARE DYNAMIC- CONSTANTLY CHANGING IN SPACE AND TIME 
AND CONSISTS OF A VARIETY OF HIGHLY COMPLEX HABITATS. THOSE SPACES OFFER 
CHILDREN A MULTIPLICITY OF ENCOUNTERS AND SENSATIONS, A DIVERSITY OF 
TOPOGRAPHY, TEXTURES AND A VARIETY OF CHILD-SIZED SPACES, HIDEAWAYS AND 
HOLES TO EXPLORE AND INHABIT. 

H+ H Architects 
o 10 20 50 m 

APPROX. SCALE 1 :500 
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8.5.4 DENMARK RAILWAY STATION HERITAGE PRECINCT CONCEPT PLAN 

File Ref: A3140 
Applicant / Proponent: Not applicable 
Subject Land / Locality: Reserve No. 30277, 952 Crellin Street, Denmark 
Disclosure of Officer Interest: Nil 
Date: 11 September 2012 
Author: Dale Stewart, Chief Executive Officer 
Authorising Officer: Dale Stewart, Chief Executive Officer 

Attachments: 

8.5.4 a) – Draft Denmark Railway Heritage Concept Plan 
8.5.4 b) – 1944 Plan of site 
8.5.4 c) – Letter from Spirit of Play re Heritage Precinct 
8.5.4 d) – Letter to R Plant re Railway Carriages 
8.5.4 e) – Extracts from Council’s Municipal Heritage Inventory 

  

 
 Summary: 

Council is asked to consider approving, for the purposes of advertising, the draft 
Denmark Railway Heritage Precinct Concept Plan (Attachment 8.5.4 a)) with respect to 
Council managed Reserve No. 30277, bounded by Inlet Drive, Crellin Street and 
Hollings Road. The Plan has been developed based on the principle of establishing a 
heritage precinct and taking into consideration the expressed desires and visions of the 
current three lessees with the addition of the need to satisfy Councils resolution with 
respect to accommodating the (proposed to be) relocated Railway Station Building.  
  
Background: 

The following is an extract from the Council Meeting of 22 March 2011 which dealt with 
the possible demolition of the former Railway Station Building currently utilised as the 
Denmark Bowling Club; 
 
“The Building is listed in the Council’s current and recently reviewed Municipal Heritage 
Inventory  (currently out for public comment) with the title ‘Old Railway Station’ and is 
listed as having a level of significance category of ’considerable’, which would warrant 
its retention on the appendix of Heritage Places in the Council’s Town Planning 
Scheme. This of itself places no greater protection on the building other than ensuring 
that the owner (Council in this instance) is aware of its importance to the community 
and that there must be an advertising process in any development application to 
change its structure, appearance or indeed to demolish it. 
 
A copy of the listing ‘place record form’ is attached as an appendix. 
 
It notes that the building was originally constructed adjacent to the Denmark – 
Nornalup Railway Line in 1929 and relocated by the Denmark Bowling Club to the 
present site in 1964. The original location of the building was on the corner of Crellin St 
and Hollings Rd on Lot 1085 (refer below map), being Reserve 46242 (vested in the 
Shire for the purposes of ‘Community Centre’), opposite the existing Spirit of Play 
School (old Post Office Building) on Reserve 30277. This later reserve (lot 952) is the 
location of a new Heritage Railway Precinct Place as proposed by the Place Record 
Form in the recently reviewed Municipal Heritage Inventory.” 
 
Subsequently the resolution of that meeting was as follows (Resolution No. 200311);   
 
“That with respect to the request of the Denmark Bowling Club that Council support 
both the principle of demolition of their existing Clubhouse, being the former Denmark 
Railway Station Building, and also a one third cash contribution to a new Clubhouse at 
the location, Council respond as follows; 
1. That Council does not support the proposed demolition of the current building; 
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2. That Council is prepared to consider supporting applications for grants for a new 
Clubhouse at the current site to a maximum cash and or in-kind value of one-third, 
plus additional self supporting loans, only if the Club can demonstrate to Council’s 
satisfaction that it can meet its projected long term debt and ongoing commitments 
and has undertaken all necessary planning for the project.   

3. That Council staff inspect the building with a view to helping Council and the Club 
determine its structural integrity and suitability for relocation and or modification. 

4. If the Club wishes to proceed with planning for a new building on the site, that prior 
to part 2 being determined or considered, Council staff prepare for Council’s 
consideration a draft concept plan for the Railway Heritage Precinct 
accommodating a relocated Railway Station Building for the purposes of 
undertaking community consultation.” 

 
The purpose of the Reserve (numbered 30277) is ‘Historical Precinct, Recreation and 
Community Purposes’. The Railway Precinct is listed on Council’s Municipal Heritage 
Inventory (MHI) as being of Exceptional Significance which states it is “Essential to the 
heritage of the locality. Rare or outstanding example. The place should be retained and 
conserved unless there is no feasible and prudent alternative to doing otherwise. Any 
alterations or extensions should reinforce the significance of the place and be in 
accordance with a Conservation Plan (if one exists for the place).” 
 
There is no Conservation Plan for the Railway Precinct however a concept plan 
depicting potential future use for the site has been completed and is the subject of this 
report. 
 
Additionally the Book ‘Elleker Denmark Nornalup’, specifically pages 73, 74, 237 to 248 
relates as historical background and further reading if required in order to support the 
historical significance of the precinct. 
 
Comment: 

One of the principle purposes of the development of a concept plan is for the 
purpose of encouraging community input into the vision and future planning and 
development of the Denmark Railway Station No. 3 Reserve. 
 
The Reserve comprises 3.7206 ha, abuts Crellin Street and is bounded by Inlet Drive 
and Hollings Road. The existing Bibbulmun Track, Denmark Nornalup Heritage Rail 
Trail, Karri Walk and Munda Biddi Trail pass through the Reserve, with the Mokare 
Walk Trail and Historic Railway Bridge immediately adjacent to it. The well frequented 
and Council vested Denmark Rivermouth Foreshore, Caravan Park and Tidy Towns 
Park are also immediately adjacent and are strategic community assets. 
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Figure 1 - 952 Crellin Street (showing Lot 1085 also) 

 
Figure 2 – 952 Crellin Street, Reserve 30277 

The purpose of the Concept Plan, was to define, discuss and / or explore the following 
aspects; 

 The name of the Reserve which has been officially named by Council as the 
‘Denmark Railway Station No. 3  Reserve’. 



Extract from Council Minutes – 25 September 2012  Shire of Denmark 

 A draft ‘Vision’ for the reserve to guide Shire of Denmark and Community 
usage of the reserve in keeping with Heritage Railway precinct (its railway and 
timber heritage). 

 Acknowledgement of the existing uses (and leased areas) including the Lions 
Lair, Denmark Yacht Club Shed, Denmark Machinery & Restoration Group, 
Sprit of Play School (Old Post Office) and heritage artefacts. 

 Exploring additional, indicative only, long term / future complementary uses and 
potential building sites and uses such as a ‘Men’s Shed’, possibly in the 
relocated former Railway Station. 

 Exploring the potential for signage and interpretation elements. 
 Plotting (not surveying) existing assets on the reserve including, for context and 

connectivity, the adjoining footpath on Inlet Drive and reference to Inlet Drive, 
Hollings Rd and Crellin St. 

 Refurbishing the old rail ‘turntable’, ash pits and railway carriages as safe ‘play’ 
and interpretative elements (and noting the possibility of grants to achieve this). 

 Concept perspectives of the (to be) relocated and (to be) restored ‘Railway 
Station’ building (much of the present Denmark Bowling Clubhouse). 

 Commentary on the ‘borders’ of the plan exploring opportunities to create 
design guides, planting, landscaping, features and parameters to include future 
constructions in keeping with the theme and vision of the reserve (railway and 
timber heritage). 

 Conceptual usage of different aspects of the reserve, both now and into the 
future, and how they interconnect with roads, car parking, seating, trails and 
paths. 

 The potential for a Trails Hub facility exciting users to explore the various trails 
of the Shire including specifically the trails that are immediately accessible 
adjacent or within the reserve, those being; 

 Munda Biddi Trail 
 Bibbulmun Track 

 Denmark Nornalup Heritage Rail Trail 
 Karri Walk Trail 
 Heritage Walk Trail 
 Mokare Walk Trail. 

 
Consultation: 

The CEO initially met with the consultant that prepared the Concept Plan onsite to 
confirm the methodology, timing and themes and thereafter on a further three 
occasions, one of which was with the President of the Denmark Historical Society, who 
assisted draft the brief, prior to final presentation of the Concept Plan. 
 
The CEO took on the task of seeking the views and desires of the following specifically 
identified primary ‘users’ of the reserve and forwarded the information to the 
consultant; 

 Denmark Yacht Club (rented from Lions Club through their lease) 
 Denmark Machinery Restoration Group 
 Spirit of Play School 
 Denmark Lions Club  
 Denmark Historical Society. 

 
The results of that consultation include the following commentary; 

 
Spirit of Play - 18 Jan 2012 
 - meeting with Jeff Atkinson (Committee Secretary) & 2 Committee Members  
 

 Existing licensed venue for up to 28 children although they like less than 20 
(class size); 
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 They have estimate 14 children aged 3 – 7 in 2012; 
 They would love to have another class, but haven’t needed another class in 

their 20 or so years of operation (they would love to grow but are realistic about 
that happening); 

 Would love to have the Railway Station Building as an additional classroom (if 
they had the need); 

 Love the idea of the turntable being used as a nature play, picnic area; 
 Would love some cultural heritage indigenous interpretation on the site; 
 Noted that their lease area is that which includes the building and the fenced 

playground, not the turntable, carriages etc. (Therefore the liability of the 
carriages and ash pit rests with Council!); 

 Use the forest and areas as ‘natural’ play. 
 
Denmark Machinery Restoration Group - 19 Jan 2012 
 – meeting with Arley Egerton-Warburton & Rob Plant 

 Aim to relocate the standalone rail carriage to their leased area abutting the 
road for a refurbishment project with about 10m of rail underneath (static 
display); 

 They do not wish to have fencing; 
 They plan to erect a small windmill on their site between them and the yacht 

club shed; 
 They believe they will need to grow into the future (on their reserve and also 

maybe southwest direction); 
 Like the idea of open / parkland setting and no fences but ‘mow’ their area’; 
 Agree that access via the northern most opening is dangerous and should be 

closed; 
 Wouldn’t mind the railway station building as an office / clubhouse / expanding 

their catalogues and library facility (old manuals, books about restoring etc..); 
 Comfortable with early childhood activities around them; 
 Love the idea of the turntable being used as a picnic area; 
 Are going to replace the crane (railway) to the concrete plinth on the ground still 

in front of their building; 
 3 phase to site..yes; 
 Would love to have a recreation / BBQ seating area around their oak tree in 

front of them; 
 Like the idea of intergenerational activities (sharing of knowledge); 
 Like the idea in time of a museum element to their restorations (interpretation) 

school outings, workshops etc. 
 
Denmark Lions Club – 19 Jan 2012 
 - meeting with Vice President (Brian McCrow) 

 They do not wish to have fencing; 
 They own the shed and have an agreement (not a lease) with Denmark Yacht 

Club re sharing the shed...they use half for storing mowers and chainsaws and 
equipment, and there is a powered rescue boat in there too; 

 They have no plans to grow; 
 Lions have an office and meeting room and meet 2 x per month for evening 

meetings and 1 x per week for  work bees (at the site); 
 They rent (free of charge) the facility for meetings / activities to the following 

groups as a community service (2 hours per time); 
o Over 50’s for Bridge 1 x pw; 
o Weightwatchers 1 x pw; 
o Spinners 2 x pm; 
o Stamp club 1 x pm; and 
o Yoga Group 1 x pw. 

 Have no concerns about early childhood activities on the reserve; 
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 Like the idea of open / parkland setting and no fences but ‘mow’ their area’; 
 Agree that access via the northern most opening is dangerous; 
 Suggest site of relocated railway carriage as being opposite them (south of the 

creek though); 
 See no Lions Club need for the railway station building; 
 Love the idea of the turntable being used as a picnic area. 

 
Statutory Obligations:   

The subject land is listed in the Heritage Schedule of the Council's Town Planning 
Scheme and Council should consider all proposals for development in accordance with 
any Heritage Policies that it has in place from time to time.  
 
The ‘problem’ created by Council's resolution to ‘retain’ the Railway Station Building 
and for it to be relocated back to the Reserve, from whence it commenced its life, 
presents not just a ‘cost’ but also an ‘opportunity’. 
 
The opportunity to create a Heritage Precinct has significant merit, is supported by the 
adopted Municipal Heritage Inventory and the Reserve has a number of existing 
‘artefacts’ and heritage buildings that relate to the site and/or era. The return of the 
Railway Station Building would compliment this. The original location of the Railway 
Station Building could still be achieved if the Council so desired (refer appendix). It is 
noted that the current Concept Plan shows the Building being relocated to the North 
East of the Reserve (some 100m east of its original location) and this possibly should 
be addressed in the next version of the plan.  
 
In an earlier report to Council in this agenda the subject of relocating the original Pig 
Shed from Lot 300 South Coast Highway back to this Reserve (from whence it came) 
is also discussed. 
 
The opportunity also exists for Council to enter into discussions with the Denmark 
Woodturners about them potentially relocating (from the Denmark Visitor Centre site) 
to the Reserve, in time, to further create a hub of vibrant ‘Mens Shed’ activities around 
the timber and rail heritage theme. Whether that Group would be interested in 
relocating has not currently been canvassed. Whether the Railway Station Building 
would be suitable for them is also another matter however, the Officer sees great 
synergy in complementing the activities of the Machinery Restoration Group with the 
Woodturners in a single men’s shed ‘precinct’ complementing the heritage aspects. 
 
If Council were to advertise the opportunity to assist with the relocation of the building 
to the Railway Precinct, the Officer is of the view that not many groups would ‘put their 
hand up’ however the following Groups may indicate such an interest if canvassed / 
asked; 

 Wilgie View Learning Centre Inc. (Spirit of Play) for a potential second 
community school building; 

 Denmark Machinery Restoration Group (office, library, Kitchen); and possibly, 
 Denmark Woodturners. 

 
Such an outcome would serve both the Ratepayers (and also the benefiting community 
group) and would, in the opinion of the Officer, be well received by potential grant 
providers looking to assist with community activities and particularly those involving the 
preservation / restoration of heritage assets. 
 
Whilst the principle of seeking ‘expression of interest’ from potential community groups, 
who could benefit from the Railway Station Building, might be premature given the 
Riverside Club Project is only just applying for a grant, (assuming Council supports the 
project), if they are successful in March 2013, the Council may well be looking to 
relocate the building in the latter half of 2013. It is the Officer’s view that potential 
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suitors should be explored now, which might also open up avenues for additional 
complementary grant funding.  
 
Policy Implications: 

The Council's adopted Municipal Heritage Inventory records place record forms for 
several sites / buildings involved on or with the precinct are attached under Attachment 
8.5.4 b). 
 
These include place record forms; 

 Old Railway Station (current Bowling Club on Reserve 20403); 
 Railway Precinct; 
 Former Post Office (current Sprit of Play Community School); 
 Station Master House (current Lions Lair); and 
 Denmark River Railway Bridge (subject to a current restoration grant project 

scheduled for completion in calendar year 2013. 
 

Council’s Consultation Policy P040123 also relates and has been considered in 
developing the proposed consultation referred to in the Officer Recommendation. 
 
Budget / Financial Implications: 

If the concept is adopted there may be assistance required to support the aspirations 
of community groups occupying (at present or into the future) the Reserve to achieve 
the visions ascribed in the Plan. Such assistance would generally be in the way of 
assisting leverage government grants that fulfil the collective aims of both the group(s) 
and the Plan. The development of the Reserve can then occur as and when Council 
and Community or Government funds become available.  
 
The key is the development of a Concept Plan that guides development into the future. 
There are currently no indications on the plan of ‘when’ the ultimate development is 
proposed to be completed as the actions would generally be to support the community 
or community groups as opportunities arise. 
 
Strategic Implications: 
The confluence of important resident and visitor servicing; trails combined with the 
heritage elements of the precinct together with its location, at the Rivermouth, makes 
the Reserve an extremely important long term asset that deserves appropriate 
planning and ‘guidance’ which helps achieve the over ‘vision’ for the reserve and 
avoids adhoc decision making. 
 
With a number of heritage buildings and community ‘space’ the Reserve could also 
develop into a long term opportunity for a community market space. 
 
Sustainability Implications: 
 Environmental: 

There are no known significant economic considerations relating to the report or officer 
recommendation. 
 
 Economic: 

The development of a heritage precinct at the Reserve has the potential to further the 
Shire’s tourism ‘product’ through the celebration and recognition of the role that timber 
and rail served in the development of the district and Denmark townsite specifically. 
 
 Social: 
The development of a heritage precinct at the Reserve has the potential to provide a 
cohesive and coordinated outlet for the celebration and recognition of the role that 
timber and rail served in the development of the district, the Denmark townsite 
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specifically together with the imperative connectivity it enabled during the early Group 
Settlement days. 
 
The opportunity exists to further consolidate the Reserve as a vibrant community 
space through the connection of people of all ages by utilising the heritage assets that 
presently exist and well as those that might be ‘refurbished’ or restored on the Reserve 
in the future. 
 
The draft Concept Plan attempts to encourage intergenerational connectivity through 
utilising the heritage assets as ‘heritage and nature play’ elements.  
 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple majority. 

 

OFFICER RECOMMENDATION ITEM 8.5.4 
 

That the draft Concept Plan for the Denmark Railway Station Heritage Precinct be 
advertised for public comment in the Administration Office, Denmark Library and 
Denmark Bulletin for a period of 60 days and specifically forwarded to the following 
identified organisations / businesses seeking written comment on the plan in general 
as well as on the opportunity to submit an expression of interest in relation to utilising 
the proposed relocated Railway Station Building;  

1. Denmark Historical Society Inc. 
2. Denmark Lions Cub Inc. 
3. Wilgie View Learning Centre Inc. (Spirit of Play) 
4. Denmark Machinery Restoration Group Inc. 
5. Denmark Tourism Inc. 
6. Denmark Chamber of Commerce Inc. 
7. Denmark Weed Action Group Inc. 
8. Denmark Yacht Club Inc. 
9. Denmark Woodturners Inc. 
10. The lessees of the Denmark Rivermouth Caravan Park. 

 
COUNCIL RESOLUTION ITEM 8.5.4 
MOVED: CR ROWLAND SECONDED: CR OSBORNE 
 

That the draft Concept Plan, comprising Reserve 30277 (Lot 952), portion of Reserve 
14376 (Lot 1083) and the unconstructed portion of the adjoining Hollings Road 
Reserve, for the Denmark Railway Station Heritage Precinct be advertised for public 
comment in the Administration Office, Denmark Library and Denmark Bulletin for a 
period of 60 days and specifically forwarded to the following identified organisations / 
businesses seeking written comment on the plan in general as well as on the 
opportunity to submit an expression of interest in relation to utilising the proposed 
relocated Railway Station Building (Community Groups only);  

1. Denmark Historical Society Inc. 
2. Denmark Lions Cub Inc. 
3. Wilgie View Learning Centre Inc. (Spirit of Play) 
4. Denmark Machinery Restoration Group Inc. 
5. Denmark Tourism Inc. 
6. Denmark Chamber of Commerce Inc. 
7. Denmark Weed Action Group Inc. 
8. Denmark Yacht Club Inc. 
9. Denmark Woodturners Inc. 
10. The lessees of the Denmark Rivermouth Caravan Park. 

 

CARRIED: 9/0 Res: 190912 
 



Denmark Machinery Restoration Group Inc. 

Mr. D. Stewart 
CEO 
Shire of Denmark 
PO Box 183 
Denmark WA 6333 

31 December 2012 

Dear Dale, 

Hon Sec. Jenny Baker 
52 Minsterly Road 
DENMARK WA 6333 
9848 3238 

Denmark Railway Stati"oo-Precinct - Draft Concept Plan 
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sho ing the proposed plan. 
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Sec/Treasurer 
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Denmark Machinery Restoration Group Inc. 

Dale Stewart - CEO 
Shire of Denmark 
PO Box 183 
Denmark WA 6333 

31 January 2013 

Dear Dale, 

Hon Sec. Jenny Baker 
52 Minsterly Road 
DENMARK WA 6333 
9848 3238 

Denmark Railway Station Precinct - Draft Concept Plan 
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Many thanks for your letter of 29 November asking for feedback for the above Precinct. 

We discussed this at our last meeting and have come up with some ideas which we hope 
will be helpful in developing this area in the future. 

Please see attachment with our comments. We would be very happy to discuss any future 
developments with you. 

Kind regards, 

Don Atkinson 
President 



Denmark Machinery Restoration Group Inc. 

Hon Sec. Jenny Baker 
52 Minsterly Road 
DENMARK WA 6333 
9848 3238 

Demark Railway Station Precinct - Draft Concept Plan 

\ \ \ The old station building should be as close as possible to the original position, not on ~\ 
Crellin Street. If this is to be a shared facility, then who is responsible for cleaning and 
maintenance. 

Could the entrance on Crellin Street be re-opened. 

Would a new toilet block be required if a large amount of tourists will be using the area and 
will the Shire be responsible for the upkeep of the picnic facilities etc. 

Curved line for the loco turntable has been found and donated to our club. Should it be J 
restored, assistance with funding the machinery, equipment and materials would be 
required. We could also look at putting a loco on the line. 

The Hay River Water tank from Trevor Mcintosh is available to come down to this area. 

Much more parking will be required than shown on the plan. The area between Inlet Drive 
and where we would like to locate the old Pig Shed would need clearing but is firm enough 
for parking. 

It has been mentioned that in the future more groups could be coming to the precinct, e.g. 
Mens' Shed, the Woodturners, Denmark Village Theatre storage facility and the Spirit of 
Play wants to expand. _Power would need to be upgraded to cope with new groups. 

Arley Egerton-Warburton suggested getting together a committee of interested parties, 
those involved in the area, to suggest ideas. This was agreed and the suggestions of this 
committee follow. 

Concept Committee comments 

Interested parties from Denmark Historical Society, Denmark Yacht Club, Spirit of Play, 
Denmark Machinery Restoration Group, Denmark Youth Mentoring Network/ Mens' Shed, 
Denmark Woodcarvers, Woodturners of Denmark. Denmark Lions declined the invitation. 

Woodcarvers and Woodturners outlined their current position and potential needs. 
Suggested that the site should be planned to attract visitors giving it the potential to hold 
Sunday Markets etc. They posed the question: Is this area to be a tourism precinct or a 
historical precinct? 

Spirit of Play have applied to become a full Primary School. They would require space for 



three or four more buildings. 

Mens' Shed informed that they were still in the formative stage but supported the idea of 
an historic emphasis. 

Denmark Yacht Club mentioned that they currently share facilities with the Lions and 
members are happy with that. There is a possibility in the future that they may require 
space for boat storage. They offered the opinion that more should be done to collect w ~ 
original buildings and re-site them in the area. ~ - -
Denmark Historical Society do not want to move from their present location. They raised a 
concern that 'sheds' were an intrusion on the site and could devalue the nature of the 
reserve as an historical precinct. They also mentioned that Mt Lindesay School is 
currently on rivate property - would it be possible to obtain th1sror1he precinct. Kentdale 
and Parry's schoo u1 1ng do not seem to be available due to local opposition. 

Denmark Machinery Restoration Group advised that the old Pig Shed was being returned 
to the site, preferably on the Ocean Beach side of the current shed. In addition a dairy and 
a power house were planned to house machinery of the past used in those activities. 

Meeting opened for general discussion. 

Where should Station building be located? Consensus was that it should go as close as 
possible to its original location. 

Who is interested in using the building? Is it to be available for community groups for '"" 
meetings or should it be the highlight of a tourism focus promoting the districts railway 
heritage. 

Should there be a tourism focus on the site with historic buildings being used where 
possible. Those present pointed to the lost opportunities where buildings offered to the 
community in the past were rejected, but suggested that we should look out for suitable 
buildings as they become known. 

tf"LlG 

The actual site under consideration should be clearly defined. Currently the Concept Plan 
only included around 60% of the railway station site and some of the adjoining block 
alongside Inlet Drive. The meeting resolved that the Shire be approached to clarify exactly 
what land is involved. 



ABN 56 307 595 260 

11th February 2013 

The CEO 
Shire of Denmark 
South Coast Hwy 
Denmark WA 6333 

Dear Mr Stewart 

OTHER 

DENMARK WEED ACTION GROUP 
33 Strickland Street / PO Box 142 
Denmark WA 6333 
Tel: {08) 9848 2889 
dwag@westnet.com.au 

Thank you for considering the Denmark Weed Action Group Inc. (DWAG) with regards to 
feedback on the draft concept plan for Council's Reserve No. 30277, the Denmark Historical 
Railway Precinct. We request that the following comments be taken into consideration: 

Protection of Existing Remnant Vegetation 
In general, DWAG's overall priority is the protection of the existing remnant vegetation 
within the reserve; any disturbance to this results in weed control issues. All decisions made 
should be done with consideration of the broader context and surrounding land use, so as 
to maintain as much as possible th~ .linkages between the bushland in R15513 and the 
foreshore vegetation in R14376. (See attachment A). In particular, the remnant vegetation 
containing specimens of Macrozamia reidleii, (Zamia palms) in the area between Spirit of 

( 

Play and Inlet Drive needs to be preserved. This area has had preliminary planning for a 
"Bush Tucker/Healing Plant Garden" and control of Watsonia undertaken in conjunction 
with students and staff from Spirit of Play School. These existing remnants create a buffer 
from traffic on Inlet Drive, and are also of educational value. 
The highly invasive "native" plant Kunzea baxteri is also present in this area, and should be 
removed. 

Highest priority for control are the tree species Robinia pseudoacacia (robinia) and lpomea 
indica (morning glory vine) from the area opposite the existing Machinery Restoration shed. 
The robinia needs to be treated with herbicide by the frill and fill method, which leaves the 
trees standing until the herbicide penetrates the root system. This prevents ongoing 
suckering from the roots. Alternatively, trees may be cut and stumps painted with herbicide. 
This method would require on-going follow-up to control the emerging suckers. The 
morning glory also needs to be controlled with herbicide. DWAG would consult with Alb~rt 
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Adams of Ecologic Tree Service and Stuart Young of Freedom Rural Services to ensure 
correct methods and herbicides are used. Follow up weed control will be required at 6 
monthly intervals. 

Watsonia occurs in patches over the site, and can be controlled by a combination of manual 
removal and application of the herbicide "Dalapon" . As mentioned, some Watsonia removal 
has already been carried out. A detailed weed control plan would allow other stakeholders 
to be involved; this weed is especially suitable for volunteers to control, as it is neither 
poisonous nor prickly. 

The eastern states eucalypts near the machinery shed may need to be removed: isolated 
trees such as these may pose a hazard from falling limbs. Replace with groups of endemic 
shrubs. 

With regards to landscaping over the entire site: assisted revegetation with provenance 
material is preferable to landscaping. If landscaping is required it is recommended that 
local, non-invasive species be used, and trees known for their habit of dropping limbs be 
avoided. 

Location of the Railway Station \\ ,/ 
It is suggested that the railway station be situated as~ possible to the former station. ~ 
location (which is currently infested with weedy species) as indicated on the revised map 
(Attachment B), and not located adjacent to Crellin St as shown on the concept plan. 

\r-~si. 
Infrastructure such as horse hitchiniHiils and bike racks should be kept away from the 
creek line and preferably located ~of the heritage trail in areas which are already cleared 
of understorey. Shade is provided by existing trees. Access to water is desirable. 

Access from Crellin Street to the Heritage Trail 
Re-instate the access way from Crellin Street to Heritage Trail to the site where the old 
railway station was located previously, SW and opposite to the existing machinery shed. 
This could be used for pedestrian and emergency access only, and have a locked gate to 
prevent general traffic. 

Parking 
It is recommended that all parking be located in existing open areas and not in the remnant 
vegetation to the west of Crellin Street as suggested on the concept plan. Parking on this 
site would require the removal of large karris and other vegetation and given that it is close 
to the intersection between Crellin Street and Inlet Drive would be a hazard for people 
crossing Crellin Street to the precinct. The already cleared section to the west of Spirit of 
Play School and east of Crellin Street could be used for parking. However, the existing Karri 
Walk Trail link in this area needs to be maintained and the pedestrian timber bridge across 
the intermittent creek upgraded. 
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The parking area opposite the school could be extended to the north to provide additional 
parking by the removal of the purple flowered shrub adjacent to the creek. 

The multi-stemmed Karri tree close to the north side of Spirit of Play School should be 
removed, both to provide solar access for the school and additional parking. 

Toilets 
Toilets are needed at the site and could possibly be attached to the railway station building. 

Additional Funding 
DWAG could include this Precinct when applying to other agencies for funding for weed 
removal and the maintenance of remnant vegetation on this site. 

Future Planning 
We would like to be considered as stakeholders of the Precinct area due to our past and 
ongoing weed control activities within the area and would appreciate ongoing consultation 
during the further planning and development of this area, e.g., we could provide a native 
plant species list of the area or advice on suitable species to use and where. 

Diane Harwood 
Secretary 
Denmark Weed Action Group Inc 
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Submission Re: 
Denmark Historical No 3 Railway Station Precinct 

The drawings provided by Howard and Heaver are not accurate and should not be used as the final -concept and it concerns the Historical Society that Council has paid for inaccurate information. 
The ash pit is not on the drawing which is located next to the old Post Office. The old Railway Crane -location is not correct. It does not take into account the whole of the allocated reserve and information 'Sought 

is co"jjfusing about the reserve boundaries. .,..--
Denmark Historical Society would like to see more forward planning for this site. It should not become 

a 'dumping' ground for anyone who wants a space. If the idea of Council is to make it a Historical Precinct 
with tourism capabilities, then planning for this should take place now, before any other buildings are 
relocated. 

Parking is a critical issue and should be carefully managed and very well planned. The current drawing 
does not allow for this. 

Council needs to identify buildings which could be moved and are suitable for this type of development. 
For example the old Mt Lindesay School which is currently located on private property on Scotsdale Road, 
which is cutTently on the market could be sourced by council for removal. (The owners were approached by 
DMRG and were declined but an approach by Council may bear fruit) 

The old curved rail line has been donated to DMRG so that the turntable can be restored which will 
make a valuable historical addition to the site. 

Denmark Historical Society approves the relocation of the old Denmark No 3 station but to its original 
location (see attached) not where it has been nominated on the plan. 

Denmark Historical Society does not approve of 'sheds' being allocated for groups for storage. There are 
storage facilities in the Industrial Area for this purpose. 

Denmark Historical Society is concerned that Spirit of Play wishes to expand to become a full Primary 
School. This precinct is not, we believe intended for this purpose, and like the Steiner school should be 
seeking their own land for this purpose, not using community land and assets for a private business. 

The old access road should not have been closed off without consultation with the other groups who 
access the site. This building, (the Old Post Office) has been used as a classroom since 1991 and the road has 
never been an issue. 

Finally and most importantly there needs to be money in all future budgets for maintenance and upkeep 
of the common ground. When the initial trail was opened as a walking trail there were barbeques and tables 
and chairs that were used very regularly by walkers and locals and we presume that now Bibbulmum traverses 
this site even more use could be made of the picnic facilities, because more and more people are using this 
trail. However because there was no maintenance money most have been pulled out when they needed repairs 
as have a couple of the bridges over the ditch giving access. Maintenance and ongoing costs of community 
assets seem to be a real problem for Council. 



Another issue for consideration is a disaster survival plan for all the grou s using this area. We enclose a 
photo to show flooding that has occurred in this area and could we 1 happen again. 

This concept certainly has a great deal of merit but careful p nning not just immediate planning but 
forward planning needs to be in place. 

Yours sincerely 

Mrs Bev McGuinnes 
Chairperson 
Denmark Historical Society Inc 
PO Box 54 
DENMARK WA 6333 



Denmark No. 3 Railway Station Site 



FLOODING - DENMARK CARAVAN PARK & INLET DRIVE 

Item Dates: Unknown 
Nine colour photos of flooding at Denmark Rivermouth Caravan Park and Inlet Drive. 
a-c) Water across Inlet Drive. 
d-e) Buildings surrounded by water. 
f-h) Barbeque area covered in water. Caravans and buildings also in photo. 
i) Meter box on power pole, sorrounded by water. 
Copies in 7.C Floods 

ID: P2005.248a-i 
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WOODTL--lRN6RS OF D6NMARK 

PO lSOX51. 

D6NMARK, WA G333 

SUBMISSION TO SHIRE OF DENMARK 

DENMARK RAILWAY STATION PRECINCT 

The Woodturners of Denmark would like to thank the shire for the opportunity to comment on the draft 

concept plan for the Railway Station Precinct and acknowledge the shire' s commitment to undertake 

discussion on this valuable resource. 

In discussing the concept plan as presented the Woodturners of Denmark make the following comments 

based on the premise that the Shire of Denmark is intending for this area to be a viable tourist precinct. 

Potential Assets to the Area: 

.The old Railway station building to be re-located as close as possible to its original site and to 

house an historic museum and form an entry statement to the precinct, and containing visitor 

information and possibly souvenirs. 

An old engine/carriage to be pla_ced on rail adjacent to the station. 

Provision of a large outdoor area that may possibly enable Denmark to emulate the very 

successful Albany markets. This likely to be most successful over the summer months. 

Encourage other groups with an historical leaning (particularly if retail minded) to locate to the 

area to add to the attractions for any visitors. 

Provision of the necessary infrastructure to have food/drink outlets, adequate toilet and parking 

areas and maybe picnic tables/bbq's for visitors to enjoy a family meal. 

Suggested Changes to the Area: 

As mentioned above put the station back to its original location. 

Consider shifting the Spirit of Play buildings as they probably don't fit into the concept of a 

tourist oriented precinct which will cause unfair disruption to their ongoing activities and safety 

concerns for the students. a_-, 
~<:::::. 14-0 

Eliminate the two nature play areas east of the current Lions building. This : i ~ unnecessary cost 

and would have little use providing the community can make this tourist precinct aJ r11ly interactive 

experience. 

CLUB WORKSHOP LOCATED AT 
DENMARK VISITORS CENTRE 

SOUTH COAST HIGHWAY 
DENMARK 
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Other Considerations: 

WOODTURNSRS OF DSNMARK 

P01SOX5i 

DSNMARK~ WA h333 

A miniature rail ride leaving the station passing through the whole precinct area then travelling 

over the bridge and out to Crusoe Beach for sightseeing and photo opportunities. Cost considerations 

probably exclude an actual rail ride but a motorized train on rubber wheels would suffice for most 

children! Council may have to fund the initial cost but could consider leasing the venture back to a 

private operator thus recouping the outlay over a period of time. The same operator may well man the 

visitor information area and collect the money for train rides as well as maybe having bikes for hire. 

Building a mini golf course which if fenced could be opened during busy times but would form 

part of the whole family package on offer. 

Groups like the Tractor restoration group could have rosters outlining when certain vintage 

machines are actually going to be started or demonstrated. 

In discussing this plan it is evident that there is a plethora of ideas on what could be done to make this a 

successfultourist site. We would like to suggest that council allow more time for discussion amongst 

interested stakeholders and that a working group be set up to investigate and draw up a model for the 

whole area. A loose arrangement of these interested people has met a couple of times but for this 

project to be a success a more formal arrangement needs to be considered with stated objectives issued 

by the shire. Considerable amounts of compromise are also going to be needed for this to be the feature 

of Denmark that it could become. 

Yours truly 

/0/b~ 
Dave Wolter 

(On behalf of the Woodturners of Denmark) 

CLUB WORKSHOP LOCATED AT 
DENMARK VISITORS CENTRE 

SOUTH COAST HIGHWAY 
DENMARK 



Spirit of Play 
Community School 
Old Post Office Building 
Inlet Drive Denmark 6333 
9848 2285 
spiritofplay@westnet.com.au 

14 February 2013 

Dale Stewart 
Chief Executive Officer 
Shire of Denmark 
PO Box 183 
DENMARK WA 6333 

Dear Dale, 

SPIRIT OF PLAY COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
HERITAGE PRECINCT 

~3\4o. 

Spitit of Play 
Community School 

I refer to the Shire of Denmark's invitation for public comment in relafion 
to the concept plan for the Heritage Precinct on Inlet Drive. 

I note submissions were due to be received by 11 February 2013. I 
apologise for this late submission and I hope that the Shire Council is still 
able to take it into account in its deliberations. 

Since we wrote to you in February 2012 we have been made aware of 
a proposal by the Railway Precinct Reference Group to relocate the old 
railway station building to its original location in the Heritage Precinct. i-' 
We wish to express our support for that proposal. 

The Spirit of Play School Council discussed this matter on 25 January 
2013 and resolved that the school's view was that the proposed 
location for the railway station depicted on the draft plan put out for 
public comment was not an appropriate location. This was due mainly 
to the presence of large Karri trees in the location. 

The school also supports the relocation of the railway carriages to an 



appropriate location nearer to the site of the original railway station. 
This would also reduce what may be considered a safety hazard close 
to the School site. The ash pit beneath the train carriages will need to 
be moved, fenced and/or covered for safety reasons. 

If for any reason the old railway station building cannot be relocated to 
the site proposed by the railway Precinct Reference Group, Spirit of Play 
Community School would be happy to explore the possibility of 
relocating the old railway station adjacent to the existing Spirit of Play 
Community School building for the School's use. This would depend on 
an assessment of the suitability of the building for our purposes. 

As you know Spirit of Play Community School is considering expanding 
its enrolment offerings up to Year 6 and will be looking to expand its 
facilities in due course.. Our preference is to remain in our current 
location and expand our current leased area to accommodate future 
classrooms and playgrounds. 

It is our view that the open space to the north of the existing Spirit of Play 
Community School building (the old Post Office), where the road used 
to pass, is an ideal location to site further school buildings. Naturally the 
buildings would need to be of appropriate character to fit in with the 
heritage precinct's character. 

As indicated previously Spirit of Play Community School generally 
supports the Shire's proposed concept for future development of the 
precinct. However, we request that the existing walk, bike and bridle 
trails that currently pass immediately outside the entrance to the School, 
be directed to the east of the current school site as part of the 
landscaping and redevelopment of the reserve generally. This would 
appear to fit in with the concept of nature play facilities, walk trails and 
interpretive displays. This would also fit in with Spirit of Play Community 
School's aspiration to expand its facilities. 

As always we would be more than happy to discuss any aspect of the 
Council's plans further. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any queries. 

Yours faithfully 

,1f~----
Jeff Atkinson 
CHAIRPERSON 
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Our Ref: DSICT File A3140 
Enquiries: Dale Stewart 

- 5 MAR 1013 t 
1"-'--±_9_. __ \2,\ I I \::) l lj,-7 

EPH 

29 November 2012 

MsDHarwood 
Denmark Weed Action Group Inc. 

DENMARK WA 6333 

DearDi 

Re: Denmark Railway Station Precinct - Draft Concept Plan 

As you may be aware Council considered a draft Concept Plan for Council's Reserve No. 
30277 which abuts Crellin Street, is bounded by Inlet Drive &Hollings Road. 

The draft Plan will be advertised in the Denmark Bulletin from 13 December 2012, seeking 
public comment for a period of 60 days. It will also be displayed in the Shire of Denmark's 
Administration foyer and the Denmark Librmy over this period. 

As the key local organisation for commerce within the Shire of Denmark I encourage you & 
your members to peruse the draft Concept Plan (attached) and provide any feedback to me by 
no later than close C!fbusiness Monday, 11February2013. 

Following this date, a report together with a summmy of all submissions will be presented to 
Council for consideration with the view to the Plan being adopted and hence implemented 
over the next few years. 

Should you require further information or advice on this matter please contact the 
undersigned on telephone (08) 9848 03 00 or email enquiries@denmark wa. gov. au. 

Yours faithfiilly 

Dale Stewart 
Chief Executive Officer 

Enc. Advertisement & Draft Concept Plan 



Claire Thompson 

From: Dale Stewart 
Sent: 
To: 

Thursday, 21 February 2013 4:29 PM 
Claire Thompson 

Subject: FW: P&S Comments on Draft Denmark Historical Railway Station Precinct Concept Plan 

Include in the report as to recommend additions to the next version of the plan 

Dale Stewart 
Chief Executive Officer 
Shire of Denmark 
PO Box 183 
Denmark WA 6333 

9848 0300 

0428 48 19 05 

9848 1985 
mailto: ceo@denmark.wa.gov.au 

http://www.denmark.wa.gov.au 

"Please be advised that lam not always at my desk, and that I only cl1eck my email 2~3 times per day. If your query or message requires attention within 
24 hours, please contact me on one of the telephone numbers above." 

Please consider the environment before printing this email. 

Disclaimer: 
This email message and any attached files may contain information that is confidential and subject of legal privilege intended only for use by the individual or 
entity to whom they are addressed. If you are not the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient be advised 
that you have recefved this message in error and that any use, copying,:'-eJrculation, foiwarding, printing or publication of this message or attached files is strictly 
forbidden, as is th.e"disclosure of the information contained therein. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete it 
from your lnbox. The views expressed in this email are those of the author, and do not represent those of the Shire of Denmark unless this is clearly indicated. 
You should scan this email and any attachments for viruses. The Shire of Denmark accepts no liability for any direct or indirect damage or loss resulting from the 
use of any attachments to this email. 

From: Annette Harbron 
Sent: Thursday, 21 February 2013 4:12 PM 
To: Dale Stewart 
Cc: Claire Thompson 
Subject: P&S Comments on Draft Denmark Historical Railway Station Precinct Concept Plan 

Dale/Claire 

Below are my comments on the Draft Denmark Historical Railway Station Precinct Concept Plan: 

• Council report of 25/9/2012 references that the Concept Plan was to define, discuss and/or explore a range of 
aspects including "Potential for signage and interpretation elements". From my review of the plan advertised 
there is no information at all provided pertaining to the matter of signage and I consider that this is necessary 
on this plan as we get numerous signage requests. In this regard I consider the following is applicable: 

o Entry statement signage should be considered to be provided for the Denmark Railway Station No. 3 
reserve - recommendation is for this to be located between Crellin Street and the Heritage Railway 
Trail. This sign should incorporate the name of the reserve along with names of occupiers (with 
directional arrows given from this point there are numerous access/egress points to the occupants on
site). Graphics depicting heritage nature of the precinct and/or the railway carriages etching which has 
previously been proposed for up near Berridge Park could be incorporated here. 

1 



o Smaller (but similar themed) entry statement signage could then be associated with the two other 
access/egress points along Inlet Drive. 

o Dnce the entry statement signage is erected, the Shire should remove all blue directional signage 
currently erected on Inlet Drive and not allow any further blue/brown directional signage to be erected. 

o If entry statement signage is erected then the need for signs on buildings is also questioned. 
• From reading the Council report of 25/9/2012 it is evident from initial consultation with current occupiers that 

fencing is not an aspect they desire to incorporate into their development- noting however that Spirit of Play 
would require fencing of some sort (I suspect) under their licence to operate school. Consideration needs to 
given to appropriate fencing style if going to allow fencing, noting Council resolved in June 2010 (via Res 
140610) that the Denmark Machinery Shed Site could be undertaken to the satisfaction of the Shire but that 
1.8m high chainmesh fencing would not be supported. 

• The Concept Plan shows parking north of the school lease site-which is shown as angled but is not able to be 
angled in that angled as such given there is no longer a through road arrangement-this needs to be addressed 
on the plans (and rectified if already in place). 

• There is a private sewer easement that runs through the reserve in very close proximity to the existing Denmark 
Machinery Restoration Shed (and possibly even the proposed addition to the south from memory) - refer ICR 

..12312343 for details of the easement location on Reserve 30277 which could then be provided to H&H 
Architects to overlay over the cadastre to get an idea of approximate location. This is important to at least plot 
on the plan for future reference of development proposals as I do not believe Water Corporation will approve a 
building over the easement. 

• Support the idea of a "Friends of Group" being established, however the Shire needs to give consideration to 
overall maintenance issues (picnic shelter areas/viewing play towers/bushland/vegetation/weeds/pedestrian 
access trails (noting Bibb Track traverses the site which I recall we have maintenance responsibility for anyway 
under the MoU with Bibb Track Foundation) associated with the portions of the site that are not leased. 

Trust the above comments are of assistance. 

Regards 

Annette Harbron 
Director Planning and Sustainability- Shire of Denmark 
PO Box 183, DENMARK WA 6333 

Phone: (08) 9848 0314 Mobile: 0488 330 461 Fax: (08) 9848 1985 
Email: dps@denmark.wa.gov.au website: www.denmark.wa.gov.au 

Disclaimer: 
This email message and any attached files may contain information that is confidential and subject of legal privilege intended only for use by the individual or 
entity to whom they are addressed. If you are not the intended recipient or the person responsible for delivering the message to the intended recipient be advised 
that you have received this message in error and that any use, copying, circulation, forv11arding, printing or publication of this message or attached files is strictly 
forbidden, as is the disclosure of the information contained therein. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender immediately and delete it 
from your lnbox. The views expressed in this email are those of the author, and do not represent those of the Shire of Denmark unless this is clearly indicated. 
You should scan this email and any attachments for viruses. The Shire of Denmark accepts no liability for any direct or indirect damage or loss resulting from the 
use of any attachments to this email. 
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Denmark Chamber 
of Commerce 

21 January 2013 

Dale Stewart 
CEO 
Shire of Denmark 
PO BOX 183 
Denmark WA 6333 

Dear Dale, 

1/81 Strickland Street, Denmark WA 6333 
PO Box 148, Denmark WA 6333 

-::t:.0(2...\ b \L7~ 7i> 

~ 
P: 08 9848 2065 F: 08 9848 2063 s 

_ A--=s i 4-CJ _ info@denmarkchamber.com.au 
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Re: Denmark Railway Station Precinct 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft concept plan for the Council ' s 
Reserve No. 30277 and the Denmark Railway Station Precinct Plan. 

The Denmark Chamber of Commerce has consulted with members in and around the 
Reserve and has received positjye comments regarding the proposed plans. 

We comm.!,.nd you on the design of the Plan and the inclusion of nature _.Elay zones 
within the Reserve. As a tourism destination that increasingly attracts families, 
Denmark and its associated tourism businesses will be able to value-add attractions 
such as this to their individual promotion and packaging. 

As the development progresses, the Chamber would be happy to communicate 
development progress to our members should you wish to avail yourselves of this 
service. 

Yours sincerely, 

Gail Guthrie 
President 
Denmark Chamber of Commerce 

J 
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Denmark Lions Club Inc 
PO Box 97 

155.0f>\31500 

Denmark 6333 
r / 

Dale Stewart 
Chief Executive Officer 
Shire Of Denmark 

Dear Sir, 

t. 
I , 

t- -
~ - -

If I ' 

f I----L:_ __ _ 

The Lions Club Of Denmark would like to make a brief 
submission on the concept plan for the Denmark Historical 
Railway Station Precinct. 

I 
l _ 

The Lions Club is ha.EPy with the building we have and the shed 
which we use. The space around the buildings we use is also 
adequate. We keep this space parkland cleared and the Station 
Masters House looks good in this setting. We would not like any 
more sheds within the area we lease. This space is sometimes 
used as 7xtra parking by the usersof the Station Masters House. 

The only fence on the precinct should be around Spirit of 
Play. The rest should be parkland cleared leaving the trees and 
any remaining bush. Much of the precinct is weeds W atsonia 
and wattle. The Watsonia can be removed with regular mowing 
as has been done by the Lions Club around the Station Masters 
House. The Lions Club only has mowers to do the area we lease. 

The concept plan is supported by the Denmark Lions Club Inc. 

Yours truly, 

Brian Redfern 
President 
Denmark Lions Club 



Mr Dale Stewart 
CEO Shire of Denmark 
South Coast Highway 
DENMARK WA 6333 
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SUBMISSION for: 

DENMARK RAILWAY STATION PRECINCT 

Dear Mr Stewart, 

The proposals for the Railway Precinct present Denmark with an unparalleled 
opportunity to develop an attraction of national significance and appeal by creating a 
unique historical site there, and the following suggestions are offered to enhance the 
existing proposals, which would also offer additional culture and information to 
children and adults alike about Denmark's beginning and history. 

1. Consider constructing a model village of 
Denmark as it was first built in the Millars' 
timber era (1895-1904). Photos, maps, and 
buildings etc., are readily available in 
Denmark, and local craftsmen could faithfully 
construct a model (Denmark was an 'all
wooden' town with cgi roofs) covering the 
approximate area shown in 

~this small extract of the Andimaps town map. 

The following photos were taken of a stone-made model village in Bourton-on-the
Water (Gloucestershire in England). A wooden model would obviously be far less 
expensive than the English one, which was made of local stone. Also, pies of the 
model village of Old Hobart Town in Richmond,. Tasmania are shown overleaf, which 
give an idea of possible scale, and offer the additional opportunity of acquiring 
knowled e from that site. 

The model ofBourton-on-the-Water in the UK 



Model of Old Hobart Town at Richmond, :rasmania and (right) an idea of scale. 

2. For authenticity, could the Railway Station and Stationmaster's House \ \ 
possibly be located in their original settings? \\ 

3. Consider leasing-out the old Railway Station for a refreshments and 
information kiosk, although this would probably necessitate locating it nearer 
the bridge at the eastern end of the Precinct. 

Further suggestions for later additions in the Precinct: 

4. Consider acquiring a Group Settlement house (and construct a replica of the 
initial tin-shed Settlers began their lives in after arrival in WA) for placement 
in the Precinct with appropriate historical displays. 

5. Consider building a model of a Bush Saw Mill exhibit to recognise the 
importance of timber and small sawmills in Denmark's history, and below is a 
picture from a book in the library - 'Country Images' . This could possibly be 
incorporated into the Machinery Shed area. 

An example of a model of a Bush Mill from 'Country Images' 



6. Develop a plan for a short tram/rail line from the Rivermouth to, for example, 
the Springdale Interpretive Centre ( c 2km) with an operational small train/tram 
to carry people. A tour guide would have a great deal of history of the area to 
draw-on and interest visitors with. 

Whilst these proposals may, at first sight, appear grandiose and over-ambitious, 
Denmark is a fast-growing town, which would benefit from a major historic attraction 
close to it at some time, and these suggestions would complement and enhance the 
existing proposals in the long-term. 

Obviously they would be very costly, but there are major sources of funding available 
nowadays to make the Precinct a good contender to make a major statement and 
attraction for Denmark and the South Coast. 

Obviously, there is a great deal to consider in these proposals, and I hope they are of 
some value to you in your deliberations. 

Kind regards, 

::/ 
Unit 32/12 Hardy Street 
DENMARK 'phone: 9892 3032 



SHIRE OF DENMARK 

Attention Mr. Dale Stewart 
C.E.O. Shire of Denmark 
Denmark W.A. 6333 

Re, Submission for DENMARK RAILWAY STATION PRECINCT. 

I Fred Jones,am a relatively newcomer to Denmark but a member of the Denmark Historical 
Society and the Denmark Machinery Restoration Group. My thoughts are ... 

The area should be a Tourist Precinct with a strong historical background. Establisbments already in 
this area are not all historical and making it tourist friendly will ensure a larger volume of visitors. 

~ 'The Old Railway Station should be located as near as possible to its original site. This would be 
more logical and provide an area for nearby car parking for the little school and other facilities. 
A section of rail track can be placed near the front of the station and restored carriages set on them 
to emphasise the railway heritage of the site. 

A suitable car parking area needs to be provided adjacent to the Machinery Restoration Group's 
shed to cater for that groups need plus visitor and tourists to utilise. The Draft Concept Plan closes 
the access road and cuts off all nearby parking. 

There needs to be a public toilet facility built in the precinct. 

Consideration should be given as to who is to be responsible for cleaning and maintaining the paths 
and gardens in the Precinct. 

I trust that my opinions will be carefully considered when final decisions are made regarding this 
area. I thank you for the opportunity to have my opinions aired. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Frederick Mitchell Jones. 13 Russell Rise Denmark. Phone 98483243. . c=.Cj2_ \ °?= L_ I ::?_lt, 2-_3. 
! I 
! <'.'"''' 

/-\~\4-0 
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Peta Leiper 

From: 
To: 

Denmark Shire Enquiries 
Dale Stewart 

Subject: FW: ISUB132501 - Attn: Shire CEO - Submission no3 Station Precinct 

SynergySoft: ISUB132501 

SHfRE OF DENHARK 
A3140 PRINTED AND REGISTERED@ CENTRAL 

COMPUTER 

Monday, 11 February 2013 

COUNCILLORS 

CEO 
,/ 

')FIN 

DPLAN 

DCRS 

DOIS 

OTHER 

From: DYMN [mailto:DYMN@westnet.com.au] 
Sent: Monday, 11 February 2013 7: 14 AM 
To: Denmark Shire Enquiries 
Cc: niqel.levinson@qmail.com; Ray Closel 
Subject: ISUB132501 - Attn: Shire CEO - Submission no3 Station Precinct 

To: Denmark Shire CEO 
Regarding: Station Precinct Submission 
From: Denmark Youth Mentoring Network (DYMN) 

In Brief, the DYNM would like to submit the following: 

1. That the old railway station building, currently bowling club building, be relocated as close to it's 
original site as possible fl;( 

2. That a spot be allocated and reserved for a future Men's Shed to be built by DYMN or others 
3. That the precint be thought of as an historic/tourist site and planned accordingly with appropriate 

parking and public toilet facilities 
4. That consideration be given to using the railway station, once relocated, as a museum rather than an 

ammenity hall 

Thank you for your consideration of our submission 

Ray Stitt 

DYMN committee member 

1 
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Submission of
Railway Precinct Reference Group

Denmark No. 3 Station Site
Interested groups: Dmk Machinery Restoration Group, Dmk Yacht Club, Dmk Woodcarvers, Dmk

Woodturners, Dmk Historical Society, Dmk Youth Mentoring Network, Spirit of Play
considered Howard and Heaver’s Concept Plan.

1. Station building was to be returned as close as possible to its original site with retention of the
replanted karris if possible.
a) This may involve moving a few metres to the Ocean Beach end of the block (away from the
building’s exact original site)
b) Re-instate railway line from Inlet Drive to end of reserve, on the original alignment 

2. Adjoining land should be incorporated into the railway reserve
a) old road reserve between railway reserve and triangular section
b) triangular piece of land between railway reserve and Inlet Drive

3. Development of the amalgamated site to be a tourism precinct with an emphasis on historical
buildings of significance to Denmark.
Potential for regular market activity once developed further.Additional parking for markets can be
McLean Park (using the Karri Walk) and Trotting Track (with access via railway bridge)

4. Improved access
a) Original entry to Station from Crellin Street should be reinstated (only requires pipe to culvert and
levelling of banks of soil)
b) Utilise old road formation to create access to parking, DMRG and Pig Shed.
These would provide an additional emergency exits and access to the Ocean Beach end of the
reserve  and  the relocated Station building.

5. More attention be given to the placement of parking (near to areas that require it) and public
toilets (commensurate with numbers attracted to the site)

6. Restoration of the picnic areas and bridges linking the Crellin St side of the drain to the Turntable
area. This was well used in the 1990s until neglect resulted in less and less people using the
degraded facilities. 
Whatever development takes place must be provided with funding for maintenance and upkeep of
the precinct.

Long term proposals.

A. Possibility of locating a ‘W’ Class steam locomotive at Hollings Rd end of rail to provide an ‘Entry
Statement’. If a carriage could be found it could be swapped for the locomotive which would then go
over the ash pit.
B. Erect interpretation panels on locomotives and rolling stock used on the railway. Place at the
turntable.
C. Interpretation panels relating the history of the district currently on the verandah of the Post
Office be expanded and incorporated into the building. (this would be done should Spirit of Play
vacate the building) The interior display would be accessible via doors on time locks - they would be
set to open and close at predetermined times - closed circuit TV would monitor the building.
D. Interperative panels relating to the district schools could be located in the Stationmaster’s House
using electronic door locks and CCTV.
E. The DMRG Shed and Pig Shed would have display areas accessible to the public as well as
working displays on Open Days.
F. Station Building to have interperative panels on the history of the railways in the district - it too
would have electronically operated doors and CCTV.



There may be the need for a kiosk to service visitors and this could be in part of the station.
G. A scheme of manning the various buildings during peak times could be instigated using local
residents volunteering. Volunteers have been used in the DTB/DVC over an extended period and
this could be expanded to the Railway Precinct.
H. Location of further buildings on the site may require filling lower areas. Consideration needs to
be given to the drainage of water from the site as well as any ‘compensating basin’ effect such land
may currently have.
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ea
Text Box
Shift location of proposed Railway Station Building to here.

ea
Text Box
Correct the position of the old railway crane to here.

ea
Text Box
Align the railway rails on the plan (noting that they will be redrawn at the Railway Station location.  Change description (concept) to be the same as the rail way rails near the railway turntable .. being "rail way rails re-instated on timber sleepers.

ea
Line

ea
Line

ea
Line

ea
Line

ea
Text Box
Rotate the Pig Shed building 90 degrees to depict correct direction of existing pad.
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Text Box
Amend building label from "Spirit of Play" to "Old Post Office"
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Text Box
Include the words "Old Station Masters House"
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ea
Text Box
Incorporate portion of unmade road reserve and portion of Lot 1086, Reserve 15513 into Precinct.
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