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Schedule of Submissions – Poison Point Recreational Reserve:  
Review of Management Recommendations and Associated Actions  

 
Number of Submissions Received and  
Objection/Support Detail   

Summary of Key Issues Raised In Submissions  Planning & Sustainability Directorate Officer Comments  

31 x individual submissions lodged 
objecting to the WIFRMP 2008 
recommendations for the provision of 
disabled access to Poison Point and 
associated recreational facilities.  

 Keep Poison Point as it is, Poison Point is one of Denmark's 
remaining wild spaces. Council and the Denmark community need 
to preserve the tranquillity and relatively untouched feel of the 
place.  Do not clutter it up with roads, picnic facilities, toilets, fishing 
platforms, rubbish bins, parking bays. 

 Do not disturb the natural environment at Poison Point, it currently 
has high environmental values and provides undisturbed habitat for 
the conservation of wildlife, flora and water birds. 

 Poison Point is an Aboriginal Heritage Site, and deserves respect as 
a sacred site. 

 Due to the steepness of the site, upgrading the access track will 
require considerable road-works and drainage for 2 wheel drive 
access.  This will result in excessive environmental disturbance of 
the site.  The walk track into the reserve could be improved for safe 
pedestrian access. 

 Easier access to the reserve via a 2 wheel drive roadway will mean 
more recreational activity in the reserve, which will result in more 
rubbish, fire risk and likelihood of overnight camping, which needs 
more servicing and resources for management. 

 The cost of providing universally accessible recreational facilities at 
Poison Point outweighs the likely benefits provided, and the 
environmental costs of such a development at this site cannot be 
justified when alternative sites exist. 

 There are numerous alternative sites on Wilson Inlet for 
development as a wheelchair accessible recreational fishing site 
such as Poddy Shot, Denmark River Mouth, the Yacht Club, and 
Springdale Beach.  Council money would be better spent developing 
these more accessible sites. 

 The level of development for the site will need to be 
considered in context having regard to the function and 
intended purpose of the reserve whilst ensuring a sustainable 
environmentally acceptable development outcome is 
provided, regardless of the form and extent of development 
proposed. 

 Management of reserves is beneficial for reducing the 
environmental impacts resulting from human use.  Poison 
Point Reserve requires sensitive management to maintain the 
wilderness experience and high environmental values 
currently enjoyed by visitors and locals. 

 The adjacent unmanaged crown reserve (R22248) includes an 
Aboriginal Heritage Site (DIA 4580 – stone quarry) on the 
granite outcrop.  The Aboriginal Heritage site is therefore 
mostly located outside of the Poison Point Reserve.  DIA and 
Aboriginal Elders have been consulted regarding any potential 
issues associated with the registered heritage site. 

 The reserve is currently accessed by a steep track which is 
unsuitable for 2-wheel drive access.  The access track urgently 
requires maintenance as it is deteriorating and eroding.  Shire 
officers consider that the proposed road works involving 
resheeting of the surface with gravel, reshaping for drainage 
and putting in two passing bays can be undertaken in an 
environmentally acceptable manner. 

 It is acknowledged that improved access to the site may 
increase the use of the site, which may in turn impact 
negatively on the environmental values of the site.  However, 
if appropriate management actions are put in place (e.g. 
demarcated picnic sites, parking areas and walking tracks) the 
impacts can be contained and managed accordingly. 

2 x multiple signatory submissions/ 
petitions (one containing 66 signatures 
and the other 43 signatures) objecting to 
the development of any new 
infrastructure at Poison Point   

Opposed to any development of new infrastructure at Poison Point on 
the grounds that the cost to the environment will be too high. 

The current recreational use of this reserve has environmental 
impacts which require management in the long-term.  Ideally any 
Council management activities or recreational facilities provided 
within the reserve will be unobtrusive, and have minimal 
environmental disturbance.   
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Number of Submissions Received and  
Objection/Support Detail   

Summary of Key Issues Raised In Submissions  Planning & Sustainability Directorate Officer Comments  

8 x individual submissions lodged 
supportive of the WIFRMP 2008 
recommendations for the provision of 
disabled access to Poison Point and 
associated recreational facilities. 

 Poison Point is vested for recreation and should be accessible by 
aged and disabled people.   

 Boardwalks can be environmentally sensitive, as the plants and 
animals can grow or move underneath it.   

 The development would be an asset to the community. 

 Current access to Poison Point is not safe and needs to be upgraded 
to make it safe for all the community, not just a select few.   

 Cleared areas for parking and boat launching currently exist, these 
should be improved to accommodate disabled parking bays and 
picnic tables.   

 25% of the population have disabilities, and this figure is expected 
to rise over the next 20 years. Need to provide facilities to ensure 
that the environment is accessible to all people in stages of life. 

 Noted. 

 The installation of boardwalks is expensive and requires 
ongoing maintenance to ensure safety standards.  Prior to 
consideration of boardwalks at Poison Point, issues such as 
weather and wave energy exposure, and the rocky 
environment need to be taken into consideration. 

 Noted. 

 The reserve is currently accessed by a steep track which is 
unsuitable for 2-wheel drive access.  The access track urgently 
requires maintenance as it is deteriorating and eroding.   

 The provision of large parking areas is constrained by physical 
and environmental conditions.  There currently is a cleared 
area at the bottom of the access track that could 
accommodate 3-4 vehicles.  Should the provision of car 
parking be supported it would be recommended that it be 
limited to accommodate a maximum of 4 vehicles (inclusive of 
1 disabled bay) to ensure minimal impact on the environment 
in terms of vegetation clearing occurs. 

 Picnic furniture and safe walk-paths for the elderly can be 
provided in Poison Point reserve with minimal disturbance to 
the environmental values of the site.  

 Noted, although Council needs to balance a range of issues in 
determining the appropriate level of development for the site, 
including but not limited to installation and ongoing 
maintenance costs, the environmental impacts, cultural 
heritage values and social amenity. 

Multiple signatory submission/ petition 
(394 signatures) supportive of the 
WIFRMP 2008 recommendations for the 
provision of disabled access to Poison 
Point and associated recreational 
facilities. 

Poison Point is the only place within a recreational reserve along the 
Wilson Inlet foreshore that has access to deep water.  Support for a 
low environmental impact recreational proposal to manage the 
Poison Point Recreational Reserve as stated in the WIFRMP 2008 
which includes: vehicular access; safe wheelchair friendly walk 
trail/boardwalk to access picnic sites and picnic facilities; provision of 
up to 2 wheelchair friendly fishing platforms that allow safe shore-
based access to deep water. 

 The level of development for the site will need to be 
considered in context having regard to the function and 
intended purpose of the reserve whilst ensuring a sustainable 
environmentally acceptable development outcome is 
provided, regardless of the form and extent of development 
proposed. 

 The installation of fishing platforms is expensive and generally 
will require ongoing maintenance.  Issues such as costs, 
environmental impacts and approvals required, cultural 
heritage impacts, aboriginal heritage approvals and social 
amenity all need to be the subject of further investigation.  

 




